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Dork Peori Collection 

Sexy & sensuous, the new De Dietrich Dork Pearl collection of kitchen appliances are 
created for the most discerning epicurean. 

Crafted with the most sublime materiats and equipped with intelligent features such as 
the full zoneless cooking technology on the Piano induction hob, you can be assured 
of a truly enjoyable culinary experience. 

Discover the new jewels for your kitchen now! 

dedietrichxom.Qu 


Hood ortie« 

Eurolinx Pty Ltd 48-50 Moora Street, Leichhardt NSW 2040 
T 1300 694583 

I dedt 0 trlch@eurollnx-corri,au 
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Your better choice of Natural 
Marble in Engineered stone. 



NSW 

4 Ferris Street 
North Parramatta 
Sydney NSW 2151 
T: 02 9630 8222 
F: 02 9630 8022 
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info@talostone.com.au 
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facebook.com/talostone 
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La dolce Vita 

MODERN BATHWARE 

View Coiiection at modabathware.com 

EXCLUSiVE TO ACS DESiGNER BATHROOMS 


Woollahra 

163 Edgecliff Rd NSW 2025 
P +61 2 9386 9809 


Crows Nest 

1 13A Wilioughby Rd NSW 2065 
P + 61 2 9460 6111 


Richmond 

229 Swan St VIC 3121 
P +61 3 9428 9996 



DIRECT IMPORTER OF LARGEST BATH RANGE IN AUSTRALIA 


acsbathrooms.com.au 



The HOUSE OF BAMBOO® Difference 

Specialists in bamboo and sustainable materials 


Showroom: ISErithSt Botany 2019 T: 1300 665 703 E: info@houseofbamboo.com.au www.houseofbamboo.com.au 
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HOUSED ' 
BAMBOO 


The House of Bamboo® has been in the bamboo 
industry for over 40 years and is recognised 
today as one of Austraiia's ieading suppiiers. 



Showroom opening hours: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm, Saturday 9am-lpm 


Find us on Facebook! 







GET LOST 
IN THE 
MOMENT 



When you take your pasta 
seriously the difference between 
ol dente and overcooked is 
measured In seconds. 

So I LVE have specially designed 
brass burners that combine 
performance and precision for 
ultimate control. Mangiamol 


KITCHEN APPLIANCES 
HANDMADE IN ITALY 


ilve.com.au 
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P (02) 9822 7799 E info@starrconstructions.com.au 

WWW. star rconstruct ions.com. au 








“A lot has been achieved in a very small space. 
There are distinct rooms that feel very separate 
to each other, but also very connected.” 

- Matt Leacy, Landart Landscapes and Pools 
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Darryl Walters and Richard Lawley from Pride Pools offer a very 
personal service, building all types of domestic pools, in-ground 
spas and splash pools. 

We create geometric, formal and the most natural looking 
pools. Comprehensive, fully detailed landscaped drav^ings are 
made for every swimming pool. 


No site is too difficult - we combine engineering excellence with 
innovative architectural design. 


Pride Pools Pty Ltd 

abn 1 1 002 923 024 builders lie 37424 

phone 9436 271 1 fax 9436 3966 


Pride Pools has won many awards over the years, but our 
greatest satisfaction is in delivering a high quality pool to the 
client. We are members of SPASA and HIA. 


email info@pridepools.com.au 
web www.pridepools.com.au 



SPASA 
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pride pools 


Multiple Award Winners Gold, Silver & Bronze 
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designs for 
outdoor living 



Outdoor design is an Investment. It's worth getting it right. 

We create beautiful outdoor spaces. A Total Concept is an 
established independent firm specialising in the design and 
integration of beautiful and functional gardens, cabanas, 
outdoor rooms and pools to enhance your lifestyle and add 
value to your property. 

A Total Concept brings together all aspects of your project 
from choice of colours, paving, tights and plants. We provide 
services ranging from consultations to designs and 
specifications to the total management of your project. 

An individually tailored design need cost no more. 

Award winning garden, cabana and pool design, 

Australia wide. 



a total concept 

landscape architects, cabana & pool designers 

phone: 02 9957 5122 65 west street, north Sydney nsw 2060 
email: design@atotalconcept.com.au www.atotalconcept.com.au 
associates of the australian institute of landscape architects 



Project by Benchmark Homes 


ARCHITECTS 
& BUILDERS 

Design inspiration for your dream home 
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As shown in the sleek kitchen, this 
family home prioritises space, and 
there’s plenty of it for this young family. 




SPACIOUS DESIGN 




A vacant block of land presents the 
opportunity to create something 
special without any of the 
hindrances that occur when a pre- 
existing structure lies in the way of your new 
abode. And that’s exactly what this Bella Vista, 
Sydney, home was afforded. 

In a typical family residence, occupants 
tend to live on top of each other and spaces 
are filled to the brim. This modern take on 
a family home prioritises space, and there’s 
plenty of it for a couple with two young 
children. “The client wanted a spacious house 
in which they would feel comfortable,” says 
Nino Sanzari from Starr Constructions. 

Beginning from scratch, there was a 
considerable amount of work to be completed, 
including a cinema, multi-car garage, 
courtyard, living and kitchen area, laundry, 
lounge room, dining room, four bedrooms 
and five bathrooms. Luckily, they were able 
to avoid calamities along the way. “There 


ABOVE & BELOW The pool includes a spa and cabana-style 
structure where swimmers can escape from the hot summer sun. 
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DESIGN 




ABOVE A neutral colour palette 
complements the open nature of the home. 

RIGHT A timber floating staircase introduces 
an organic element into the home, serving as 
a central feature of the house. 

were no obstacles,” admits Nino. 

The brief focused on the creation of a sleek 
space, so a neutral colour palette was used 
to complement the open nature of the home. 
Furnishings in beige and brown with hints of 
silver and marble exude a calming atmosphere 
throughout. A timber floating staircase 
introduces an organic element into the home, 
serving as a feature of the house. The staircase 
also provides a view of the landscaped garden 
and pool, which includes a spa and cabana- 
style structure where swimmers can escape 
from the hot summer sun. 

Boasting gardens overflowing with green 
foliage, this home offers the family the 
perfect weekend escape to enjoy time outside 
together, as well as many private nooks 
where each person can relax and unwind. 
What more could anyone want from their 
family home? BH 

more info? 

Starr Constructions Pty Limited 
02 9822 7799 
starrconstructions.com.au 



BEST HOMES | 27 





r± 






28 1 


">• T 


BEST HOMES 


The outdoor areas include a 
section for undercover dining, 
decking and of course the 
bright periwinkle-blue pool. 



COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE 



ABOVE The family kitchen has all the 
trimmings with stainless-steel appliances and 
a breakfast bar for ease on weekday mornings. 
RIGHT The house was built with day-to-day 
function and weekend recreation for the entire 
family in mind. 

A home for a busy family had 

to transform from nine-to-five 
convenience during the week to 
relaxed comfort on the weekend. It 
also had to cope with four people in the kitchen 
trying to have breakfast and get out the door on 
time in the morning, to a place where guests 
could enjoy a formal dinner on the weekend. 

This home, built by Starr Constructions, 
caters for exactly this set-up. Clients 
approached the builders to help them create 
a house where comfort was the main priority 
seven days a week. 

The design is split over three levels. The first 
features the family, kitchen and alfresco living 
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COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE 





Starr made sure each space was as large 
as it could be as the shape of the land is 
small and narrow. 



LEFT The property is situated in north-western 
Sydney with views across the Putney Peninsula 
and beyond. 

BELOW The alfresco area is simple yet stunning, 
allowing comfort for the homeowners in all tyes of 
weather. 

areas. These spaces are functional in that the 
open-plan living design has an easy flow while 
retaining that comfort element. 

A floor-to-ceiling glass wall along the living 
and alfresco area gives a gorgeous view of the 
pool. This works to let in as much natural light 
as possible and emphasise the open feel. 

A home theatre also features on this level. 

The second level incorporates the bedrooms 
and bathrooms, with the master bedroom set on 
its own level above. The master suite includes a 
fabulous private terrace which captures stunning 
views at night. The entire home has a very light 
feel. Glass has been used to tie areas together and 
Starr made sure each space was as large as it could 
be as the shape of the land is small and narrow. 

A very large garage was also built, creating plenty 


of room not only for cars, but storage, too. 

Starr Constructions worked with a draftsman 
and tradesmen to form a tight team. This 
was absolutely integral to the outcome of the 
home and giving the clients exactly what they 
wanted. Because the site was such a small 
block, it was also important Starr had a close 
relationship with the clients as there were many 
points where they had to trust the builder’s 
judgment and experience. 

Starr has won many awards for its projects, 
including the HIA and MBA Excellence in 
Housing Award in 2006/2007. The company’s 
portfolio consists of new prestige homes that 
have been built with luxury appointments, design 
and quality craftsmanship. This home is no 
different, with everything built to perfection. BH 

more info? 

Starr Constructions Pty Limited 
02 9822 7799 
starrconstructions.com.au 
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home elevators 


Easy Living Home Elevators, specialists who’ve been 
leading the way in Australia for the last 17 years and are 
unchallenged across flexibility, quality, service and value. 

There is no other home elevator on the market like the 
DomusLift range with the latest in cutting edge technology. 

The new EagleOS is a fully programmable, full offsite 
monitoring and diagnostic service, with faster response times 
and minimal downtime ... the best just got better! 

The ‘EagleOS’ brings ‘big lift’ technology into the home. 



100% Italian Quality elevators 


STATE-OF-THE-ART-SHOWROOMS AUSTRALIA WIDE: 

Operational elevators in a lifestyle environment. 

NSW & ACT: 02 8116 1500 ' VIC & SA; 03 9094 8600 
OLD: 07 3851 7500 WA: 08 9322 4688 
sales@easy-living.com.au www.easy-living.com.au 







your outdoor ambitions 


imagine it with coriam 




Whatever the dream, imagine the results with Corian®. To find out more about 
using Corian® outdoors, call 1300 267 4260rvisitwww.casf.com.au. 



n m I 


Outdoor kitchen with Corian® Canvas benchtops and waterfall ends and Corian® Glacier White door fronts. 


corian. 




Peter Glass & Associates 



Landscape Architects 
Pool Designers 

Associates of the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects 


Peter Glass & Associates - designing high quality, award winning 
swimming pools and landscapes for over 30 years. 

jrom oaf tapcficact 

To view some of our projects, including our latest 
'National Pool of the Year' winner, please visit our website at: 

www.peterglass.com.au 

For more information or to arrange an appointment please phone us on: (02) 9906 2727 
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Prime position 

Despite being situated on an exposed 
comer site, this tri-storey design still 
encourages privacy and embraces its 
uninterrupted water views ^ 






if" The exposed corner site, despite its ^ " 

'' I ■ ‘.‘ir position, still allows for privacy. 
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T he brief from the owners of this 

wedge-shaped corner block was to 
create a large open floorplan in a 
modern three-level home design that 
not only addressed all facades of their block, 
but also maximised their beautiful water views. 
As this was an open corner site not hemmed 
in by homes on either side, there was greater 
design freedom as the home would be visible 
from all sides. 

Designed by Douglas Design and crafted 
by boutique builder Benchmark Homes, the 
unique residence features a multitude of 
modern inclusions for today’s lifestyle, in 
addition to a large private entertainment area 
and landscaping. The home’s contemporary 
design aesthetic flows throughout all four 
elevations on the exposed corner site, which, 
despite its position, still allows for privacy. 

The critical point with the final design was to 
build the garage in the basement area, allowing 
the ground floor to maximise the stunning, 
uninterrupted water views from its terraces and 
balcony. Positioning the double garage under 
the home meant the homeowners still had the 


ABOVE The ground floor maximises 
the stunning, uninterrupted water views 
from its terraces and balcony. 

RIGHT The home's contemporary 
design aesthetic flows throughout. 

OPPOSITE PAGE TOP The owners 
enjoy a large private entertainment area. 
OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM The design 
of all of the bedrooms is refreshingly 
light and open. 

convenience of direct street access. 

All the latest modern materials have 
been incorporated to gain the maximum 
environmental benefit for the owners, 
with glazing, insulation, water retention, 
photovoltaics and solar heating all combining 
to achieve a home that not only exudes 
comfort, but is affordable, too. BH 

more info? 

Benchmark Homes 
0414 629 380 
benchmarkhomes.com.au 
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MODERN MAGNIFICENCE 
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BEACHSIDE SIMPLICITY 



ABOVE A spacious open living and entertaining area 
with dining, family and kitchen serves directly onto 
the north-facing balcony deck, which provides 
a tranquil area to enjoy family barbecues. 

OPPOSITE PAGE Many of the existing Moonah trees 
at the rear were retained and the new entertaining 
area blends into its canopy. 

RIGHT The kitchen on the upper floor is large enough 
to handle meals when the extended family visits. 

T his 962m2 vacant block of land, just 
400m from the beach at Rye, on 
Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula, 
was part of a IVSSm^ block 
containing this old family holiday home, 
where the homeowners enjoyed many summers 
while growing up. The siblings decided to 
remove the old home, divide the larger block 
and separate this block, with a plan to build 
three small beach homes. 

The clients’ wish list was quite 
comprehensive as they wanted their extended 
family to be able to enjoy the lifestyle they had 
loved so much themselves, which in turn added 
to the footprint of the “small” beach home. 

The aim was to create a home that could 
accommodate the owners in retirement, with 
enough room to cater for the extended family 
and all their toys on weekends and holidays. 
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The aim was to 
create a home that 
could accommodate 
the owners in 
retirement, with 
enough room to cater 
for the extended 
family and all their 
toys on weekends 
and holidays, 
while retaining an 
unobtrusive beach 
homefeel. 


while retaining an unobtrusive beach home 
feel. Many of the existing Moonah trees at the 
rear of the L- shaped property were to remain 
and the new entertaining area was designed to 
blend into its canopy. 

The main living areas and master bedroom 
were kept on the upper floor, which was 
designed to be just under a full flight of stairs 
above the entry level. This floor has a spacious 
open living and entertaining area with dining, 
family and kitchen serving directly onto the 
north-facing balcony deck, which is covered 
under the main roofline and provides a tranquil 
area to enjoy family barbecues. 

Two bedrooms and a bathroom were 
positioned on the entry level, leaving the 
lower floor to house two additional bedrooms, 
bathroom, sitting area, games room, laundry 
and study. The carport was dug in and lockable 
storage added to the side. 

A combination of separating extra 
accommodation areas, digging the home in, 
reshaping the sandy block, splitting the levels 
and softening the pitch, complemented by 
a light colour palette and natural timber posts, 
helps this home blend into its surroundings and 
disguise its bulk while maintaining a simple 
beach feel. BH 

more info? 

Graeme Alexander Homes 
03 5975 4561 
gahomes.com.au 


Got it all 

The combination of a clever design team and a centrally 
located block results in a building that provides for its 
residents while also complementing its environment 

Photography: Reg Blunt of EMB Photographies 

The kitchen boasts a clean, contemporary 
design with a white palette that contrasts 
beautifully with the timber floorboards. 



K nown for its live performance 

and restaurant culture, Enmore in 
Sydney’s inner west offers a unique 
display of elements both young and 
old. The streets are lined with quaint heritage- 
style homes while the walls of buildings are 
covered in graffiti — a characteristic that 
has been turned into a feature of this 
new development. 

Bold accent pieces pay 
homage to the graffiti 
that now marks the 
walls of this new block. 

Inspired by the vibrancy of the graffiti- 
covered walls and the retro feel of the 
surrounding area, ACG Building, together 
with Alec Pappas Architects, transformed 
a neglected commercial building into a 
multifunctional, four- storey hub in Enmore ’s 
town centre. With commercial spaces on the 
ground floor, the top levels host one- and 
two-bedroom apartments that evoke a modern. 


The open-plan living area creates a 
spacious, bright and comfortable 
environment for the whole family to enjoy. 



The block has an incredible 
street presence and is 
perfectly located in the 
heart of Enmore. 
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INDUSTRIAL CHIC 



P 


Skylights in the bathroom 
make use of natural light. 




industrial feel with light-filled interiors and 
contemporary furnishings. Bold accent pieces 
pay homage to the graffiti that now marks the 
walls of this new block. 

Not only are the apartments’ interior finishes 
something to rave about, but the building 
materials and fixtures are first class. The 
building’s concrete-constructed walls look 
exquisite from street view and complement 
the building’s industrial style. 

On the inside, heavy-duty insulation was 
added to soundproof each apartment from the 
noisy streets, as well as to help maintain the 
temperature of the interior. Double-glazed 
windows also contribute to each apartment’s 
insulated qualities and skylights were added in 
the top two units to make full use of natural light. 

While Peter Phokos of ACG Building admits 


there were numerous challenges to overcome 
during the building process — such as the 
need to strengthen the building’s foundations, 
run gas, electricity and water lines to the new 
floors, and ensure the retro, industrial style 
was maintained throughout the block — he 
and his team are incredibly happy with the 
end result. The building suits its location yet 
reflects the modern era in which it was built 
and, most importantly, provides a light, bright, 
comfortable home for the new residents in the 
centre of a vibrant Sydney suburb. BH 

more info? 

ACG Building 
0412 861 393 
acgbuilding.com.au 
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Dowell ThermaLine™ 

AWARD WINNING AND 
ASTHMA FRIENDLY 



THE YEAR 2012 


Dowell has been creating innovative window and door solutions in 
Australia, since 1 860. Holding true to its nanne, Dowell ThernnaLine™ 
heralds a new era in affordable, energy efficient windows and doors. 

HI A Judges stated; “ThernnaLine™ windows are a versatile, high 
performing and cost effective alunniniunn window range. The new 
Dowell ThermaLine™ frame has a similar thermal performance to the 
installed glass. With Uw-values* as low as 1 .7, the windows are rated 
the best in its class, ...designed to be a cost effective solution for energy 
savings to the residential housing market.” 

Dowell ThermaLine™ windows and doors are double glazed, thermally 
broken aluminium frames that are approved by the National Asthma 
Council Australia’s Sensitive Choice® program. 

With Dowell ThermaLine™ condensation and the likelihood of mould 
growth is reduced, creating a healthy and comfortable living environment. 


IflliflgWilTING 

Dowell ThermaLine™ gives you BIGGER windows with more light, 
a BETTER living environment and the BEST energy performance 
in its class. 

With an ever-increasing need to find the most effective ways to design 
and build more energy efficient homes, choosing a Dowell ThermaLine™ 
energy efficient window is an easy solution. 

Dowell ThermaLine™ superior thermal performance allows you to 
add more windows for the same floor area without compromising 
home energy ratings, helping create a brighter and more spacious 
home environment. 

In most climates Dowell ThermaLine™ assists the designer to 
achieve a 6 star rating or greater. 


Dowell ThermaLine™ ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS AND DOORS 

Product 

Number of products 
rated by WERS 

Dowell ThermaLine™ 
ranking 

Awning 

window 

7,016 

* Top 6 windows are 
Dowell ThermaLine™ 

Sliding 

window 

19 

1 

* Top 5 windows are 
Dowell ThermaLine™ 

Sliding door 

6,580 

' 1 

* Top 4 doors are 

Dowell ThermaLine™ 
1 


*As verified by the Windows Energy Rating Scheme (WERS). Reference source: WERS [oniine] Avaiiabie: 
www.wers.net.au, based on thermaiiy broken aiuminium windows and doors (13 November 201 4) 




Our buiLders know bosA 


1300 882188 

www.dowell.com.au 
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S ometimes the only way to get exactly 
what you want in a home is to have 
it designed especially for you so that 
it’s precisely how you dreamed it 
would be. This thought process led this young 
family of four (which has since grown to 
five) to Bruce Fyffe, designer/manager of 
Fyffe Design Services. 

“My clients could not find a project home 
design that satisfied their requirements and 
had everything they wanted,” says Bruce. “Any 
variations to existing designs were expensive 
and at the end of the day, they would still live 
in a project home. So they came to me with 
a simple brief: a layout that suited their family 
and could also accommodate four large cars.” 

Their wish list was for a five-bedroom home 
plus study, with three living areas, integrated 
pool and a secure four-car garage with drive- 
through access. Being one of the first homes 
built in a new subdivision of Kellyville, in 
Sydney’s north-west, it had to fit on a vacant 
suburban block and not look like your “typical 
project home”. 

According to Bruce, the house was difficult 
to design when it came to solar access for the 
living areas as the land faces north, and living 
spaces are traditionally at the rear so they can 
flow to the backyard. “I located the pool along 


OPPOSITE PAGE TOP Opening up the side yard 
and locating the pool here means the living area 
obtains winter morning sun. 

ABOVE The house was difficult to design to 
allow solar access for the living areas as the 
land faces north. 

LEFT The clients’ wish list was for three living areas. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM The modern 
bathroom utilises a clean and modern colour 
palette of black and white. 


the eastern side of the property to allow the 
winter morning sun into the living sectors, 
and also to enable the parents to keep an eye 
on their two active sons when they are in the 
pool,” says Bruce. 

Opening up the side yard and locating the 
pool here meant the living area would obtain 
winter morning sun, and also receive some 
cross-flow ventilation in summer. 

“This family home has not only been 
designed to suit the site, but also individual 
requirements,” says Bruce. BH 

more info? 

Fyffe Design Services 
02 9634 3600 
fyffedesignservices.com.au 


BEST HOMES | 51 




Sanctum noun sanc-tum \ 'sag(k)-t3m\ 

1. a sacred or holy place 

2. an especially private place or retreat 

<the inner sanctum> 



The definition of Sanctum forms the foundation of our 
design philosophy - where the home is considered as a 
personal sanctuary, to enlighten from outside and from within. 
We create homes with soul. 




Wsanctumdesig 

I w. sanctumdesign.com.au t. 02 9909 8844 




VALLEY VISION 



1 Photography: Danny Kildare' 
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This growing family now enjoys a modern 
’ vme that maximises superb vall^wiews 

gesindwr^dhdvut \ 
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VALLEY VISION 



It demonstrates a high level of detail to both internal and external 
finishes and a great connection between the house and pool. 


J akin Construction Group worked with 
Sally McCosker Architecture to produce 
a beautiful modern three-level home with 
large, open living spaces for a growing 
family. Like all Jakin homes, it demonstrates a 
high level of detail to both internal and external 
finishes and a great connection between the house 
and pool, so that the homeowners can make the 
most of the outdoor area and move easily between 
the two spaces. 

Built on a very steep site, the house has been 
designed to blend in with its surroundings and 
the open-plan living maximises views to the 


valley’s bushland. The highlight windows, 
combined with high ceilings, not only offer 
a unique feature for the home, but also help 
emphasise the sweeping valley views. 

The sandstone-clad front entry and 
suspended recycled timber bridge to the front 
door create instant street appeal and set the 
tone for the modern aesthetic. 

In the design process of the home, set over 
480 m 2 , the client requested that all bedrooms 
be on one level and that an open-plan design 
be used in communal spaces to showcase 
the views of the surrounding valley. In order 


to achieve this, the Jakin team carefully 
considered each level of the residence, and 
also built up the terrace lawn levels. 

Large open-plan living spaces were 
accomplished by using composite building 
products to achieve greater spans. These living 
areas were placed on the middle level, which 
connects directly to the pool and pool terrace. 
In contrast, the bedrooms have been placed 
on the lower level, where family members can 
retreat to more private locations when needed, 
and the temperature stays consistent. 

To promote green living, Jakin has included 
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OPPOSITE PAGE The Jakin team 
built up the terrace lawn levels. 

ABOVE An open-plan design was used 
in the communal spaces to showcase 
views of the surrounding valley. 

LEFT Highlight windows emphasise 
the sweeping valley views. 


o 
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VALLEY VISION 



There s a strong connection 
between the interior and the 
spacious outdoor area. 
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ABOVE The design of every space maximises 
the valley bushland views. 

LEFT The suspended recycled timber bridge 
to the front door creates instant street appeal. 

water storage for on-site re-use for facilities 
including toilet flushing, pool top-ups and 
irrigation. In addition, the home’s extensive 
use of insulation throughout keeps each room 
at a constant temperature and reduces the need 
for extra heating or cooling. The overall design 
also incorporates cross ventilation to ensure 
the home stays naturally cool during summer. 

As the property is located in a high bushfire 
zone, special consideration was made to address 
material selection and construction methods 
during the design and construction process. 

Even with a steep site to work with, the 
Jakin team has created a strong connection 
between the inside and the spacious outdoor 
area. Frameless glass fencing around the pool 
and outdoor space ensures unobstructed views 
of the surrounding area can be enjoyed while 
the family plays or entertains in this space. BH 

more info? 

Jakin Construction Group 
1300 769 424 
jakin.com.au 
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A plywood timber feature ( 
can be found to the dining 
and kitchen. 


Design of the times 

With energy efficiency at the top of the list, these homeowners now 
have a home that responds exceptionally well to the environment 

Photography: Brett Boardman 


almain, in Sydney’s trendy inner 
west, is not only home to an 
abundance of chic cafes, but also 
a multitude of historic workers’ 
cottages, some of which have been updated, 
while others remain in their natural state. This 
dilapidated fibro, single-front dwelling has 
now been transformed into a four-bedroom, 
contemporary family residence that exceeds 
the owners’ brief for a two- storey home with 
natural ventilation that is, most importantly, 
energy efficient. 

Designed and built for a family with two 
young children, the home’s high level of 
design and detailing allows for flexibility of 
both use and space, while taking advantage 
of every available passive design opportunity 
on-site. “It is a very inexpensive building to 
operate due to the high initial investment in 
design, glazing, lighting and heating,” says 
Frank Sciacca, director of SFN Constructions, 
the company responsible for the build. 

Designed by David Mitchell Architects, the 
lightweight timber structure has a concrete 
spine that runs through it. The building was 
designed to maximise solar gains and allow 
cross ventilation throughout the entire house 


within a tight urban subdivision pattern. 

Thanks to the use of both double and single 
low-E glazing, the home requires very minimal 
heating and cooling, as shown in its BASIX 
energy score of 53. Combined with high levels 
of insulation and excellent cross ventilation, 
the residence only requires additional heating 
and cooling on a handful of days throughout 
the year, which pleases the homeowners 
immensely, as they insisted that their new 
home does not utilise air conditioning. 

The plan of the home has been carefully 
considered to use all of the site’s potential 
solar opportunities. Living spaces are naturally 
lit from both ends by large expanses of 
operable glazing, which precludes the need 
for artificial lighting during the day. A central 
courtyard allows natural light and ventilation 
to penetrate into the middle of the building. An 
off-form concrete wall to the courtyard keeps 
this external space cool during summer and 
warm in winter due to its excellent thermal 
lag properties. 

All north-facing windows to the living 
areas are set back by varying amounts, 
depending on the depth of the overhang, 
to offer light penetration in winter and 


block the harsh summer sun. 

“The efficiency in the openness of the 
spaces allows natural breezes to flow 
throughout the house and makes it a highly 
comfortable environment for the occupants,” 
says Frank. 

A gas-boosted solar hot water system sits 
on the shallow-pitched roof to ensure the 
solar panels take advantage of the extensive 
north sun available on-site. Minimal heating 
bills result due to the amount of energy the 
solar panels are able to store, thanks to their 
positioning. A BASIX water score of 43 
indicates the home’s strong water credentials. 

LED downlights and uplights used 
throughout give a variety of different lighting 
options. Providing lighting to the feature 
concrete walls creates an environment that is 
evocative, with a subtlety that is achieved by 
not over-lighting the space. 

Timber is one product that was heavily 
utilised in this project and as this area of 
Sydney is known for its high prevalence of 
termites, all timber is termite treated. The 
custom-made Western red cedar timber entry 
door creates a striking entrance and features 
custom handles. The ground floor is turpentine 
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The openness of the spaces 
allows natural breezes to flow 
throughouTthe house. 



hardwood, with recycled ironbark used 
externally. Timber battens are positioned on 
the rear-balcony verandah, as well as to the 
front off-form concrete fence balustrade and 
side gates. 

A plywood timber feature ceiling in 
the ground dining area and kitchen flows 
through the seamless glazing into the eaves 
of the skillion roof above, while a plywood 
timber soffit features to the first floor rear 
balcony. In order to achieve a perfect finish 
on the plywood linings, the sheets were 
selected individually and, as set-out was very 
important, a shadowline recess was introduced 
into the sheets. 

Plasterboard has been used predominantly 
throughout for the walls and ceilings, apart 
from the kitchen and living room ceiling, 
which is a continuation of the plywood soffit 
from the external space to the interior. 

Meanwhile, the internal walls boast an 
exceptional off-form concrete finish, which 
continues to the concrete front fence, concrete 
rear supporting columns and floating bench 
seat that flows from inside to out, to the 
external courtyard walls. The creation of 
these off-form concrete walls throughout the 
dwelling was tedious but as SFN director 
Sam Sciacca has worked with concrete for 
more than 40 years, he gave the product 
the love it required. A quality result was 
achieved, making this a standout feature of the 
construction. “The off-form concrete finishes 
are my favourite part of the project,” says Sam. 

Further, a higher component of fly ash (an 
industrial waste product) was used within the 
concrete mixture to continue the environmental 
objectives that underpin the building’s design. 

Another challenge with this build was the 
use of glass, including the detailed installation 
of the internal staircase, with its floor-to- 
ceiling glass balustrade. Also, fitting the glass 
into the steel oversized reveals of the windows 
and external doors and the glass to the kitchen 
highlight windows proved complicated. “The 
glass panels were extremely difficult to install 
into the mild steel fabricated reveals,” says 
Frank. “A 5mm tolerance at each side for a 
perfect finish at the edges didn’t give any room 
for error as the glass could chip and crack 
during the installation process.” 

Few materials were used throughout 
the construction, so this home not only 
boasts longevity, but it also needs very little 
maintenance. “The building is robust and 
will have a long life due to the minimal 
maintenance required,” says Frank. BH 

more info? 

SFN Constructions Pty Ltd 
02 9550 0911 
sfnconstructions.com.au 
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OUR HOMES HiS^VE A CERTAIN AIR, A STYLE ... 

A STATUS. THEY ARE DESIGN E6}FO®i>EOPLE 
WHO WANT TO STATE THEIR APPRECIATION FOR 
AESTHETICS IN A SUBTLE WAY EASTINC WAY. 






Advertising Feature 


A spect has a unique service, which 
sensitively blends individual design 
relevant to today’s lifestyles with 
practical construction expertise. 

With unparalleled excellence in authentic 
architectural diversity and more than a generation 
of experience, Aspect has become a benchmark 
in the prestige residential marketplace offering 
an all-inclusive service of building, interiors and 
landscape design as well as project management. 

Our philosophy at Aspect Designs is to combine 
detailed and innovative concepts with a strong and 


continual personal interaction with every client. In 
doing this, we create a superior product reflecting 
the client’s self-expression and individuality. 

Through our close relationship with our 
preferred builders and by co-ordinating all the vital 
links in the chain of constructing an individual 
home, we are able to produce a superior result 
and save you time and money through our 
extensive experience. 

Custom designed and built homes give you full 
control over the quality and function of your new 
home. These homes are unique; they are designed 


specifically for you and the land on which you 
want to build. 

Those desiring a home which expresses their 
individuality will engage design professionals 
to ensure their home is tailored to their needs. 
Because of their originality, custom homes will 
require more attention to detail and documentation. 

The design team at Aspect will streamline this 
process to ensure a superior result which will not 
only greatly enhance your investment but ensures 
the success of their projects in a timely and cost 
effective manner. 





MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION AWARDS 

‘Best Metropolitan Home’ in the open category 
‘Best Exhibition Home’ in its price range - The Aspect 

‘Most Innovative Design’ in its category 
‘Best Metropolitan Home’ in its price category 
for 7 consecutive years 
‘Best Exhibition Home’ in its category 
‘Exhibition Home of the Year’ - open category 

HOUSING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION AWARDS 

‘Home of the Year’ trophy - open category 

‘Most Innovative Design’ 

‘Best Workmanship’ 

‘Best Metropolitan Home’ in its category for 
3 consecutive years 






The Home Decorating Show 
designed with Bluewater Studio 
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To complement the architectural intent of 
your home, Aspect offers an Interior Design 
Service that will enhance your individual design. 
This service will ensure that your home has a 
personal feel and of course, add that extra touch 
of style and sophistication. 

Few of us have a natural flair when selecting 
colours, fittings and furniture that will suit the 


style of our home and make the best use of space. 
We may often have a mental image or an idea 
of the atmosphere we would like in our home, 
but trying to make that a reality can be quite 
a challenge. This is where the expertise of an 
Interior Designer is called upon. 

An Interior Designer will combine your vision, 
personal requirements, and the flow and layout 


of the home to create a stunning home that 
complements, and enhances your individual style. 
Interior designers are connoisseurs in their field, 
highly skilled in colour, textures and materials 
selection with the ultimate goal or not only making 
a particular living space look great, but function 
perfectly as well. They also have access to a whole 
host of suppliers and products not necessarily 
available directly to the public. 

Our designers have won many awards for 
their talent in combining unique design with 
functionality for both the interior and exterior 
of our homes. 

Over the past 6 years, our lead Interior Designer 
has pursued a successful career in the prestige 
housing industry, whilst diversifying herself 
through projects in retail, hospitality, commercial 
and heritage fields with Bluwater Studios in 
Kuala Lumpur. Cassandra has also recently been 
appointed Interior Designer for the Best Western 
Hotel Group to refurbish their Hotels in order to 
change the market profile of the Group. 



AWARDS FOR INTERIOR DESIGN 

‘Best Bathroom’ 

‘Best Kitchen’ - for 3 consecutive years 

‘Best (innovative) use of brickwork’ 
‘Best (innovative) use of paint’ 
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To complete the overall lifestyle design and 

ensure your home is integrated with the outdoors, 
Aspect offers experienced, personalised and cost 
effective design services within our group for your 
outdoor rooms, pools and gardens. 

The service includes consultation, design, 
specifications, approvals, works tenders, trade 


recommendation, complete project management 
and contract administration. Landscape Design 
and Construction is a long-term investment 
for your living environment and, if planned in 
conjunction with your home, will be tailored 
to your lifestyle and enhance the enjoyment of 
your home. A well-designed landscape garden 


which seamlessly integrates your home with pool, 
garden, outdoor entertaining areas, tennis court 
and front entry will increase the functionality 
of your indoor/outdoor spaces and will add 
substantial value to your home. 

The continued recognition received from both 
clients and industry peers demonstrates 





an appreciation of our philosophy. For 35 years 
Aspect has had a professional hands on approach 

more info? 

Aspect Designs 
0418 460 714 
aspectdesigns.com.au 

landscaping. 


which has helped our clients express their 
individuality and style and won a plethora of 
major awards and commendations for innovative 
design, quality workmanship, interiors and 


OTHER AWARDS 

‘Best Residential Development’ 

- Liverpool City Council 
‘Environmental Design Awards’ 

James Hardie Design Award for 
‘Composite Construction’ 

Baulkham Hills Shire Council Award 
for ‘Most Innovative Design Concept’ 

‘Pool Awards’ (designed by Aspect) 

‘MBA Residential Concrete Pool’ - 2012 
‘SPASA Residential Concrete Pools’ - 2014 





CONTEMPORARY FAMILY HOME 



Embracing 
the new 

A young family get their dream 
home with a knock-down/ 
rebuild that offers everything 
they wanted and more 

Photography: Derek Swalwell 



68 I BEST HOMES 





“We developed a 
cost-efficient floor 
plan that reduced 
the purchase price by 
20 per cent without 
compromising 
the luxurious feel, 
sophistication and 
craftsmanship that 
is synonymous with 
the Lubelso name. ” — 
Damian Canny 



T he homeowners bought the property, 

which was originally a run-down block 
that housed a dark and claustrophobic 
double-storey rental home, with the 
intention of knocking it down and rebuilding their 
dream home. After attending a dinner party at 
Lubelso by Canny’s Spring Road project, they fell 
in love with the company’s design aesthetic and 
knew it was the style they were looking for. 

The brief was to create an architecturally 
designed, contemporary home for a young 
growing family on a unique sloping block. 

“On the back of the success of the Spring Road 
home, our objective was to develop a similar 
family-friendly home that was more accessible 
to a larger client base. We developed a cost- 
efficient floor plan that reduced the purchase 
price by 20 per cent without compromising the 
luxurious feel, sophistication and craftsmanship 
that is synonymous with the Lubelso name,” says 
Damian Canny, managing director of the award- 
winning design firm Canny. 

The result is a sleek, contemporary home that 
looks and feels luxurious. From the street, the 
sharp lines and monochrome facade appear bold 


and daring, while the neutral colour palette of 
the interior with grey and timber accents creates 
a sense of warmth and comfort. The luxurious 
3m-high ceilings throughout the home provide 
a grandiose effect. 

With the sleeping quarters upstairs comprising 
the master bedroom on one side and three 
generously sized bedrooms to the other, the 
ground floor is where this thoughtfully designed 
home really shines. “The home carefully arranges 
the spaces to provide a connected mix of private 
and living zones,” says Damian. 

“The family is able to spread themselves 
across the open-plan kitchen/dining/living areas, 
accommodating a number of varying activities 
in the one space. This large living space is also 
connected to the alfresco area via fioor-to-ceiling 
sliding doors. The ground floor includes a 
separate formal living room that is connected to 
two private courtyards along with a study, which 
offers isolation via a full-height pivot door. Being 
located near the entry was specifically important 
for the work-from-home client.” 

With 20 years’ industry experience, the 
Lubelso and Canny teams have produced a home 


ABOVE The minimalist style of this home’s interior is 
continued outdoors, creating a sense of cohesion. 
LEFT From the street, you already get the sense that 
this is a designer home with a contemporary feel. The 
architectural facade is certainly eye-catching. 


that requires less investment and time while still 
achieving a design with architectural merit. “It 
is the first Lubelso home worth under a million 
dollars,” says Damian. And with extras including 
a 6-star energy rating, double-glazed windows 
and internal wall insulation, it is no wonder the 
homeowners are thrilled with the result. 

Canny has received industry recognition on 
numerous occasions, including winning the 
Housing Industry Association’s (HIA) Home of 
the Year (Victoria) in 2006, HIA Project Home 
of the Year (Australia) in 2013 and Overall 
Renovation/ Addition of the Year (Victoria) in 
2013. BH 

more info? 

Lubelso by Canny 
03 8532 4444 
canny.com.au 


BEST HOMES | 69 







www.tectongroup.com.au T; (02) 8338 1883 
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THE MARKET LEADER IN QUALITY NATURAL STONE 


NATURAL STONE TILES & PAVERS. ALL SIZES . ALL FINISHES .ARCHITECTURAL .CUSTOM DESIGN 


COMPLETE PROJECT SUPPLIES 



MELBOURNE 


2/1667-1669 Centre Road 
Springvale VIC 3171 

( 03 ) 9558 4000 




SYDNEY 


MARBLE & CERAMIC CORP 33-35 Green Street 

Banksmeadow NSW 2019 

Importers & Distributors of High Quality 

Travertine, Limestone & Marble ( 02 ) 9666 3800 


agnificent Colours I mazing Daals I emarkable Service I rilliant Quality I uxurious Range I xceptlonal Supplier 


Natural stone has never been so affordable 










Centenary style 

A 100-year-old Federation-style cottage is given 










LEFT The second-storey addition maintains the exact look 
and detail of the existing single-storey home. 

ABOVE An extension was also constructed at the rear of the 
house, but it wasn’t to look like an obvious extension. 

BELOW In this bedroom, the ornate ceilings were maintained. 


I n 100 years, this Federation cottage in 
Ryde (Sydney) had seen a lot of changes. 
To mark its centenary, its owners wanted 
a major makeover, with the requirement 
that all works had to be sympathetic to the 
existing home’s Federation character. 

“The clients’ extreme passion for Federation 
houses inspired the design,” says builder 
Brett Blandin de Chalain of BDC Building. 
“They wanted to retain as much heritage 
as possible in their quest to enhance the 
Federation character of the existing house.” 

The 19 12/1 3 -built single- storey three- 
bedroom Federation cottage had an open-plan 
kitchen/dining/living area added to the rear 
in approximately 1990. The property was 
purchased in the late 1990s with a detached 
single-brick garage at the front. The garage 
was demolished in 2007 and replaced with 
a single carport, its slate roof in keeping with 
the residence’s period facade. Since 2000, 
extensive landscape works were carried out 



74 I BEST HOMES 



ELEGANCE AND COMFORT 




ABOVE The white kitchen has classic influences, 
which is in fitting with the age of the home. 

LEFT The existing roof was removed to add a 
new first floor. 

and in 2009, a reinforced concrete swimming 
pool was constructed at the rear. 

The client’s brief was to undertake extensive 
alterations to the majority of the existing 
ground floor and to remove the entire existing 
roof to add a new first floor. However, all 
works were restricted to the existing 
building footprint. 

It was to be a five-bedroom, two-bathroom- 
plus ensuite home — a total refurbishment of 
the original family home — with a focus on 
providing sufficient living space for the family 
of four, including a study for the daughters 
(11 and six) and a home office for the parents. 

The second- storey addition maintains 
the exact look and detail of the existing 
single-storey home. An extension was also 
constructed at the rear of the house. “The 
owners didn’t want it to look like an obvious 
extension, more that the house was always a 
double-storey manor-style home,” says Brett. 


“While it is a family home, there was a desire 
for elegance and comfort.” 

Because of the age of the property, Brett faced 
numerous difficulties, including the existing 
structure being 100mm out of square. The 
existing brickwork was also 60mm out of level. 

All existing ornate ceilings were to 
be maintained while the first floor was 
constructed. The ceiling needed to be 
temporarily supported, the existing ceiling 
hangers removed and the new floor joists 
attached to the existing ceiling joists. 

Certain materials, tessellated tiles, ornate 
materials and fretwork were to be maintained 
and not damaged. Specific architectural details 
were continuously requested and became the 
work of the builder and owner to conceive. 

“The obstacles were maintaining the 
originality of the ground floor and its detail,” 
says Brett. “I had to photograph the entire 
house as the owners were very pedantic about 
the exact detail. I had to prove that the roof 
pitch was exactly the same as the existing 
ground floor. This had to be done while 
maintaining the overall maximum height 
restriction for the area. All doors, architraves 
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ELEGANCE AND COMFORT 



ABOVE The tasteful second-storey 
deck opens out to a view of the pool. 
LEFT The home now boasts two 
bathrooms and an ensuite. 



and skirtings had to be machined and made 
to match the original. The construction 
had to be completed without damaging the 
verandah’s tessellated tiles. We also had 
a large storm while doing the roof frames, 
which damaged the original ceilings, so they 
had to be restored.” 

Existing fretwork, which was matched and 
replicated, had to be handmade and slightly 
reduced in size to scale as requested by the 
owner. “The client did place a lot of trust in 
me by allowing me to handmake the detailed 
fretwork,” says Brett. 

“I personally love Federation homes and 
enjoyed the traditional way of doing things. I 
was taught by elderly carpenters and this gave 
me respect for how long and costly it actually 


is to build in the Federation manner. The whole 
project was memorable and interesting. As 
particular as these clients were, they showed 
faith and trust in me to carry out the required 
works as well as enhance the design if and 
when required. 

“The outcome was a project that I am 
extremely proud of. My efforts were 
recognised by the MBA and in 2013 I won 
the price category as well as Young Builder 
of the Year. They were great clients but very 
particular, and it was rewarding for me to show 
them that what was achieved was at a very 
high level.” BH 

more info? 

BDC Building Services 
0438 696 365 
bdcbuilding.com.au 
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Traditionally 
built modern 
execution 



Contact 'EreU 'Efandin de Cfiafain on 0438 696 365 

www.bdcbuilding.com.au 

ABN: 46 518 688 073 





Murray River 
magnificence 

For the quintessential Australian new home setting, it doesn’t 
get much better than the banks of the Murray River 

Photography: Corey Brown and Alastair Eagle (Vision House Photography) 



P ositioned on a beautiful block of land, 
with a 30m frontage overlooking the 
glorious Murray River, the home built 
here had to be equally impressive. 

The vacant one-acre site belonging to these 
homeowners was not only long, but across from 
it is natural bushland, which provides a peaceful 
outlook. The family, a professional couple in 
their 30s and three children, requested a light 
and airy home in which they could not only 
raise their children, but also entertain family 
and friends. 

They turned to GJ Gardner Homes Mildura 
for the build and design of their new home. 
“Being a riverfront block, we had special 
requirements we had to follow,” says 
Di Stanbrook, office/sales/customer relations 
manager at GJ Gardner Homes Mildura. “The 
home had to be positioned a specific distance 
from the highest water point and also at 
a certain height above the 1956 flood level.” 

On the lower level, the expansive design 
features a guest room, open-plan kitchen with 
scullery, and dining, family, games and bar 
rooms. “The gorgeous open-plan kitchen and 
living spaces which open up onto a superb 

LEFT The modern design works well now, and will do so 
for this family years into the future. 

BELOW The alfresco is for year-round use and allows 
enjoyment of the river below. 
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RIVERSIDE RETREAT 






ABOVE The home is simply superb, 
both in terms of design and aesthetics, 
and the way it addresses the block. 

RIGHT All-white walls and floors 
receive a touch of drama with bright 
furniture and wall art to bring the 
home to life. 

TOP RIGHT The home offers a 30m 
frontage overlooking the glorious 
Murray River. 

alfresco area with ceiling heating for year- 
round use really is everyone’s favourite part of 
the home,” says Di. Automatic blinds keep the 
area warm on those chilly nights, while still 
allowing enjoyment of the river below. 

Outside, the centrepiece is a huge fish 
sculpture, which represented Trinidad Tobago 
at the 2006 Commonwealth Games. The 
homeowners purchased it at an auction and 
stored it for years so they could use it when they 
finally built their new home. “It’s absolutely 
amazing and works extremely well as a feature 
for the pool,” says Di. 

Tasmanian oak and white is the main design 
aesthetic of this home, and the Tasmanian oak 
ceiling on the alfresco space adheres to this 
beautifully. In addition, a stunning Tasmanian 
oak staircase leads to the upper level, home to 
the master bedroom complete with ensuite and 
retreat, along with three more bedrooms and 
a study. Two balconies open from the office 
and master bedroom to take full advantage of 
the sensational river views. 

The kitchen’s Caesarstone Pure White 
benchtop and white-gloss two-pack doors work 
wonderfully well with the white theme, as do 
the crisp Milano Ice 520mm x 520mm porcelain 
floor tiles and 510mm x 510mm porcelain 
wall tiles, all supplied by Beaumont Tiles. 
Beautiful sheer white curtains on the lower level 


help to create the bright and airy feel that the 
homeowners desired. 

“They wanted a light and airy home that 
they could change the look of whenever they 
felt the need, without too much trouble,” 
says Di. “They achieved that with all-white 
walls and floors and use of timber, and their 
bright furniture and wall art has brought the 
home to life. It’s a beautifully unique home 
especially suited to their lifestyle. 

“Not only is this a superb home, both in terms 
of design and aesthetics, but the homeowners 
really considered the layout of the block and 
river views and created a lovely home they 
will enjoy for years to come. It has been built 
to adjust to their family and while it suits their 
lifestyle now, it will still be suitable in the years 
ahead once their children have grown.” 

According to Di, the process was smooth 


sailing. “The whole build went well. The 
clients were fantastic to work with and knew 
what they wanted, which makes it so much 
easier,” she says. “The home was built for 
them as their family residence, although with 
the positioning of the land and that gorgeous 
view. I’m sure they feel as though they are on 
holiday every day when they wake up.” 

This is just one example of a fine design and 
build from GJ Gardner Homes Mildura. Visit 
the GJ Gardner team in your state as each state 
builds and designs homes based on the climate 
and lifestyle of different communities. BH 

more info? 

GJ Gardner Homes 
132 789 

gjgardner.com.au 
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designer staircases offer superior staircases from 
concept to creation, but we also offer design 
solutions throughout the home including internal & 
external feature screens & external privacy louvres 


VI 300 306 606 ■ 0 
sales@designerstaircases.conri,au 
www.designerstatrcases.com.au 




Life is full of adventure and discovery. But once you’ve 
decided what you need from your new home, you want 
to be absolutely sure you get it. 

GJ+ makes sure you do. 

If s our unique style of engagement that ensures your new home has the very 
best design for your site, with plenty of options to add your personal touches 
- all built to the highest possible standard and the sharpest possible price. 

G.J. Gardner Homes - Where certainty makes all the difference. 

Photographs may depict fixtures, finishes and features not supplied by G.J. Gardner Homes. These items include 
landscaping -including planter boxes, retaining walls, water features, pergolas, screens, swimming pools, pool 
decks and fences. 


Welcome home. G.J. Gaordnet. HOMES 


Give us a call or drop 
in for a chat today. 

Call 132 789 

or visit us online at gjgardner.com.au 



o ® © o 


Sydney [ Melbourne I Brisbane 




It’s not just our desi^s and pec^le that sets us 
apart... It’s GJ+ 

OurGJ+ approach takes our engagement with you to a new level of certainty, 
trust and transparency. 

It ensures your new home features the very best design for your site, built 
according to a fixed price contract and a fixed build time, to the highest 
possible standard and the sharpest possible price. 

Ask about GJ+ when you choose to build. 


GJ+ it’s our unique assurance 
of quality service to you and 
all our valued customers. 

Call 132 789 

or visit us online at gjgardner.com.au 


G.J. Gardner. HOMES 


Welcome home. 
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CURVED ABODE 


Symmetry and flow 





A stunning display of intriguing shapes, levels and 
contours defines this award-winning Sydney home 


Photography: Ian Mainsbridge 






Symmetry has been used as a simple yet striking 
artistic feature that runs throughout the home. It’s 
most obvious in the impressive curved-glass panels 
that overlook the pool. 
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CURVED ABODE 




T he build of this multifaceted new 
home began when the homeowner 
saw possibilities in the site that 
became too intriguing to ignore. 
Recognising the potential of the Bella Vista 
site, the homeowner worked closely with 
Jeremy McCulla from Urban Harmony Design 
to set things in motion. 

New sketches were drawn up to create 
an integrated design that featured a curved 
swimming pool and a circular sunken lounge 
room. The brief in its simplest form called 
for a build that maintained the architectural 
character of the area, while also adding 
aesthetic elements that distinguish it from 
other homes on the street. Externally, the 
facade juxtaposes the simplicity of the smooth, 
rendered walls with Alpine Stone cladding and 
blackbutt timber screening. The northerly rear 
aspect of the site includes glazing elements 
that take advantage of the location of the 
pool and yard, as well as providing passive 
solar assistance. 

The cohesive 
management of 
the home, pool 
and landscaping 
design, as well as the 
construction process, 
ensure the home 
is both functional 
and aesthetically 
pleasing while 
maintaining a high 
level of attention to 
quality and detail. 
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CURVED ABODE 




OPPOSITE TOP The northerly rear aspect of the 
site includes glazing elements that take advantage 
of the location of the pool and yard, as well as 
providing passive solar assistance. 


ABOVE The sunken lounge area is simultaneously 
connected to and separated from the rest of the 
house and has a distinctly retro vibe. 


OPPOSITE BOTTOM The curved swimming pool 
snakes around the exterior, offering visual interest 
and shape. 


Throughout the home, impressive curved- 
glass panels accentuate the symmetry of the 
design, framing the pool and spa. Natural 
light and ventilation penetrate deep into the 
building through double-height spaces and 
operable windows, allowing for easy air 
flow and connectivity. 

A music studio provides a transition 
between the basement and ground-floor 
areas. This space was challenging to 
work with as the client wanted it to be 
incorporated into existing living sectors, 
while simultaneously offering a degree of 
separation. To overcome this difficulty, 
the construction team at Gremmo Homes 
added curved internal glazing and raised 
the floor height of the room. Stringybark 


parquetry timber flooring was also used as its 
retro styling works well with the Wurlitzer 
jukebox and classical musical instruments 
that were included later. 

Environmentally, there are many elements 
of this home that enhance its sustainability, 
such as the 3kW photovoltaic system 
that was installed to help with energy 
conservation. Skylights above the alfresco 
and kitchen areas improve the amount of 
natural light and a comprehensive CBUS 
lighting system manages the use of power. 

A 10,000-litre underground water tank is 
reticulated to all external taps, toilets and 
garden irrigation. 

The cohesive management of the home, 
pool and landscaping design, as well as the 


construction process, ensure the home is 
both functional and aesthetically pleasing 
while maintaining a high level of attention 
to quality and detail. This has resulted in the 
successful realisation of the homeowner’s 
design brief, which went from a dreamed-up 
idea of a curved haven to the spectacular end 
result seen today — an accolade-winning 
home that was awarded a 2012 National 
Master Builders Association Award for 
Design and Construction. BH 

more info? 

Gremmo Homes 
02 9629 9509 
gremmohomes.com.au 
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DEICORP 

BUILT TO DELIVER 





Suite 3.01 , Level 3, 1 61 Redfern St, Redfern NSW 201 6 I p 02 8665 41 00 | 1 02 8665 41 11 | deicorp.com.au 




We specialise in designing and creating beautiful living 
experiences, enhancing your environment with sophisticated 
lifestyle choices and luxurious high quality design. 




OVERALL WINNER 
OF HILLS BUILDING & 
DESIGN AWARDS 2015 


WINNER 

RESIDENTIAL 

LANDSCAPING 

URBAN 


WINNER 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
- OUTDOOR LIVING/ 
ENTERTAINING 


WINNER 

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
(CUSTOM DESIGN & BUILT HOMES) 
$1,250,001 AND ABOVE 




FRESH FUNCTIONALITY 



The home is an architectural 
masterpiece with its different 
contours and materials. 


LEFT There is a seamless flow from one room to the other. 
BELOW The rear garden boasts a pool, spa and covered 
barbecue area perfect for outdoor living. 

BELOW LEFT Featuring an open-plan layout, the home 
enables a connection between living areas. 



% 





O n a small lot in Brisbane’s inner 
north suburbs, builder Planbuild 
Homes demolished an old home to 
make way for a contemporary and 
sophisticated family home. 

With a demand for space, homeowners are 
increasingly turning to innovative and exciting 
ways to push the boundaries (and budgets) 
and live comfortably despite challenges 
such as limited land and high prices. The 
five-bedroom luxury home is a particularly 
interesting creation due to its small lot size, 
which effortlessly showcases how effectively 
a small plot can be developed to maximise its 
full potential. 

To manage this demand for space, Planbuild 
created its Epernay series of designer homes 
to join an existing range of project homes. 

This contemporary home at Raceview Avenue 
in Brisbane is one such design that showcases 
excellent innovation and design skill. The largest 
design in the series, the home is a sophisticated 
and contemporary two-storey residence that 
covers a total area of 415 square metres. 

“The home maximises the usable floor 
space, provides extensive undercover areas and 
employs innovative privacy screening,” says 
Rob Thomson, co-director at Planbuild Homes. 


“Combined with luxurious finishes throughout 
and meticulous attention to detail, the home is 
the ideal Brisbane retreat.” 

The design’s urban chic approach gives it 
a touch of edginess and an inner-city living 
vibe while its open spaces and connection to 
the outdoors exude a laid-back Queensland 
feel. A well-appointed floorplan cleverly 
creates multiple living zones to suit everyone’s 
needs; seamless connections between living 
areas establish both open-plan and private 
areas within the home. 

The European kitchen incorporates a 
breakfast bar that connects the kitchen to the 
living spaces. Crisp Caesarstone benchtops 
and a clean colour palette give the kitchen its 
modern and sophisticated aesthetic. An extra- 
high ceiling emphasises the open-plan design, 
creating a feeling of space and light. The 
kitchen flows out to an elevated rear deck that 
features its own built-in outdoor kitchen. 

The luxurious entertaining alfresco area 
offers a view across attractive features 
including a manicured outdoor oasis with 
covered barbecue area, putting green, pool, spa 
and gazebo. For ultimate relaxation and de- 
stressing, there is also a sauna and steam room. 

Also on the ground floor, there are three 


bedrooms all with built-in wardrobes and 
access to a designer bathroom and laundry. 
Upstairs sit the other two bedrooms. The 
bedroom’s position also allows for a refreshing 
north-east breeze to enter and cool the room. 
This master bedroom backs onto an open- style 
ensuite and houses a walk-in-robe and 
Internet station. 

The final bedroom is situated on the top 
floor. It is a flexible space that can be used 
either as an additional bedroom — perfect for 
growing families — or as a study — ideal for 
those working from home. 

It’s this home’s open-plan layout and 
perfectly executed nod to aesthetics, both 
in the home itself and in the views across 
the racecourse, which marry its functional 
elements to its chic look. BH 

more info? 

Planbuild Homes 
1300 301 211 
planbuild.com.au 
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THEPLANBUtLD 


difference 


WE LISTEN AND PROVIDE YOU 


“ Award winning homes 

- Signature inclusions 
-As displayed pricing 

- Peace of mind 

- 30 year structural guarantee 

- In house styling 


MORE WHERE 'IT MATTERS' MOST 

If you have ever visited a display home you will know it's 
confusing to work out what's included in a builders quoted 'base' 
price, and what's not. 

It's probably your biggest investment so you deserve honesty 
right from the beginning. This is why you will love Planbuild's 
no smoke and mirrors philosophy. 



lanbuild homes 

I QOeC /V:t 





Our guarantee is 


YOUR PEACE OF MIND 


255 Gympie Rd, Kedron Australia 




planbuild homes 

qfilX Ant iwaticp 

* vtsit www4}ldntMJitdc:arn.au for full teirris and CQrKij4ion5 


planbuild homes 


guarantee to give you the 
*Best Value for money’ 
price to build your new home 
or give you $300 

$300 OUARM^^^^ 




Positioned on the 15th floor, north-east corner of 
a Potts Point block, this apartment has 180-degree 
views from Watsons Bay and around to Sydney 
Opera House and the Harbour Bridge. 



1 















LEFT The open-plan living area displays the 
pinnacle of luxury and sophistication, incorporating 
a chef-style kitchen, fully insulated and acoustic 
walls, heated flooring and a Dynalite automated- 
control system that manages the lighting, sound 
system, television and motorised blinds. 

BELOW The warm kitchen reflects current design 
trends and offers superior-quality finishes. 
BOTTOM LEFT Even the ensuite has access to 
the picture perfect views. 



nitially just a standard residence in a great 
location, this 15th-floor apartment wasn’t 
taking advantage of its positioning on the 
north-east corner of a Potts Point block. 
The interior was also in desperate need of an 
update and so CMS Project Management & 
Construction, together with Graphite Architects, 
was given the task of turning this apartment 
into an entertainer’s oasis that encapsulated 
the picture-perfect scenery outside. 

Residing in this apartment is a single, 
professional woman who desired a luxurious, 
contemporary home that was both bright and 
warm, and truly made the most of the views of 
Watsons Bay and around to the Sydney Opera 
House and Harbour Bridge. “The client brief 


was to totally strip the apartment and create 
a luxurious and stylish living space that would 
also be perfect for entertaining. She wanted 
to enjoy the amazing views from every room, 
including the ensuite. All finishes were to reflect 
current design trends and incorporate state-of- 
the-art technology. The client also wanted the 
finishes to be minimalist and maintenance-free 
to suit her busy lifestyle,” says CMS Project 
Management & Construction’s David Lavings. 

Working in an apartment block was a 
challenge both due to the close proximity of 
the neighbours and the limited working space 
available. “We ensured that residents were not 
disrupted and endeavoured to keep the noise to 
a minimum with strict time limits and a highly 


organised delivery schedule for materials and 
use of the lift,” says David. 

By completely stripping the apartment, the 
design and construction team have achieved 
an exquisite interior that ticks all the boxes, 
including incorporating that glorious view into 
the overall design. With an expansive open- 
plan living area and superior-quality finishes, 
the materials used ensure a luxurious feel 
throughout the entire apartment. BH 

more info? 

CMS Project Management & Construction 

02 9905 3511 

cmsprojects.com.au 
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CMS Project Management and Construction 
are proud to be associated with the 201 4 
MBA NSW Excellence in Housing Awards 
and are the happy winners of two 
Excellence in Housing awards for 201 4. 


“The design and construction was of a 
very high standard which is reflected in the 
selection of finishes, joinery and standard 
of workmanship.” 


CONSTRUCTION 


MANAGEMENT 


FIRE SAFETY 


CMS’s construction division can provide 

• 201 4 Winner - Home Unit a variety of construction options including 

Renovation open category design and construction, specialising in: 

• 201 4 Winner - House Renovation 


Building Partnerships 


$800,00-1 ,000,000 
• 2006 Winner - Commercial 
Renovation up to $5 Million 

The judges’ comments included “All trade 
finishes throughout were finished to the 
highest standard.” 


• Residential 

• Commercial 

• Hospitality and Retail 

• Education 

• Refurbishments & Fitouts 

• Fire Safety Upgrade 



AlMiJS 


Suite 326, 20 Dale Street, 
Brookvale NSW 2100 
Phone: 02 9905 351 1 

www.cmsprojects.com.au 









Reflections 
of the past 



Capture a hint of Australia’s 
colonial past with Victorian-style 
and early-Federation designs 


H arkaway Homes reproduces 

the very best heritage-profiled 
verandah housing. Authentic 
looks, heights and profiles are the 
specialty of Harkaway Homes, which was 
established in 1986. 

Harkaway Homes markets itself in New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
Tasmania and southern Queensland. Its designs 
have attracted the attention of the building 
industry and it has won the Master Builders 
Association Excellence in Housing Award for 
four years running. 

There are eight ranges of homes to choose 
from for those looking for something 
traditional. All of Harkaway’s designs employ 
the traditional features of homes from times 
gone by, but using today’s technologies. On 
offer are many ranges of homes featuring the 
premier variations of authentic Victorian- and 
Federation-period rooflines. 

One of the main attractions of a traditional- 
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TRADITIONAL FLAVOUR 



TOP LEFT The four-bedroom home is nestled on 
1.6 hectares with panoramic views of Westernport 
Bay, Cape Woolamai and Bass Strait. 

ABOVE A huge country kitchen is complete with 
butler’s pantry. 

BOTTOM The home boasts full marble bathrooms. 

style house is the high ceilings, as they present 
a sense of space. Ceiling heights in Harkaway 
designs are commonly 2.7m, but there is 
a 3m option. Both heights will comfortably 
accommodate ornate cornices and ceiling rosettes. 

Sufficient height is critical when 
reproducing old-world homes, and Harkaway 
Homes’ exclusive high- wall system gives 
the residence greater wall height without the 
impracticalities of overly high ceiling levels. 

One of the many attributes of the early 
Australian home and probably the most 
important is the verandah. Harkaway ’s 
exclusive high- wall system allows verandahs 
to position comfortably on the home, creating 


correct falls and profiles, and providing instant 
character, while not depriving the home 
of important light. Harkaway offers both 
bullnosed and straight verandahs, either 1.8m 
or 2.4m wide. 

VICTORIAN TRADITIONAL SERIES 

Featured is the Trentham from a range of six 
different sizes and floorplans. 

Size: 293m^ 30.5 squares. 

Accommodation: Four bedrooms with built- 
in robes, living room, family room, dining 
room, two bathrooms and kitchen with walk-in 
pantry and laundry. 

Construction time: 16 weeks — mainly built 
on a project-managed basis. 

Construction: Choice of weatherboard 
or brick. 

Included in price: Fully stabilised, 
prefabricated, termite-resistant, kiln-dried wall 
frames and roof trusses, full-frame erection, 
choice of brick or weatherboard, Colorbond 


roofing, Victorian ash windows, Victorian 
hardware and fixings. 

Price: $136,882. 

Not included in price: Internal linings, 
plumbing, electrical, kitchen and floor. 
Optional extras: Verandah (four types 
as package), 3m-high ceilings, plus 
assorted leadlights. 

Other traditional finishing touches include 
Victorian eave brackets above verandah lines 
and beyond. Solid timber gable vents are both 
pleasing and practical. Timber finials (spires 
atop gables) with leadlight windows and 
front-entry surrounds complete the home’s 
traditional appearance. 

Construction packages are sold in two stages: 
stage one (to lock-up) and stage two (the 
verandah — optional). There are three ways 
to have a Harkaway home built: do it yourself, 
project management or erected by a builder. 

Put simply, these are architect-quality designs 
without the architect-quality cost. 
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The entry hallway 
is very welcoming. 
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TRADITIONAL FLAVOUR 




ABOVE The Bowral exudes 
a striking first impression. 

LEFT The elegant timber kitchen. 


VICTORIAN HOMESTEAD SERIES 

Featured is the Bowral from Harkaway Homes’ 
newest range, the Victorian Homestead Series. 
Size: 298m^ 32 squares. 

Accommodation: Four bedrooms with built-in 
robes, study, living room, rumpus room, meals/ 
family room, two bathrooms, walk-in linen 
press, kitchen with walk-in pantry and laundry. 
Construction time: 16 weeks — mainly built 
on a project-managed basis. 

Construction: Choice of weatherboard or brick. 
Special features: The Victorian Homestead 
captures every element of the very best of 
yesteryear. Some of the many features included 
are tall external walls, high ceilings, leadlight- 
topped box bay windows and French doors. 
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TRADITIONAL FLAVOUR 



ABOVE The formal-style dining room. 
RIGHT The traditional family room 
exudes old-world glamour. 


Included in price: Fully stabilised, 
prefabricated, termite-resistant, kiln-dried wall 
frames and roof trusses, full-frame erection, 
choice of brick or weatherboard, Colorbond 
roofing, Victorian ash windows, Victorian 
hardware and fixings. 

Price: $154,781. 

Not included in price: Internal linings, 
plumbing, electrical, kitchen and floor. 
Optional extras: Verandah, 3m-high ceilings, 
feature entry door frame. BH 

more info? 

Harkaway Homes 
1800 806 416 
harkawayhomes.com.au 
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For years we’ve built beautiful tiomes around Sydney for people who desire 
perfection. We’ve grown a reputation for delivering a perfect finish and beautiful 
work. We’re driven to always deliver a perfect project for every client and that's the 
reason we've won the Master Builders Excellence in Housing Award for two years 
In a row. 


So if you're looking to build, why not speak with the Award Winning Team at ACG 
Building or visit our website to see more of our work at acgbuilding.com.au. 


WINNER 2013 WINNER 2014 

A™S A^tS 


www.acgbuilding.com.au 


’Ifi' Residential nfflCommercial 


A 

G 

BUILDING 

PTYLTD 


Proud sponsor: 


AUSTRALIA'S 

BEST 

HOUSES 


^Industrial ^Maintenance 




BEACH VIBE 


A combination of render, cladding and stone 
tiles creates the eye-catching front facade. 



he featured double- storey modern 
beach house in Callala Beach, Jervis 
Bay, uses a combination of render, 
cladding and stone tiles for its eye- 
catching front facade, giving it a sense of depth. 
The facade also showcases a verandah on the 
ground floor that looks out to the front yard. 

The client wanted to achieve a luxurious 
home that includes all the modern fixtures 


and finishes. Walking through the front door, 
you are immediately drawn to the American 
walnut staircase, which is accompanied 
by glass panels, a stainless-steel handrail 
and a beautiful feature wall with patterned 
wallpaper. The high void ceiling, sliding 
door to the verandah, skylight and floor- 
to-ceiling windows all combine to create a 
welcoming, bright open space. The passive- 


solar-designed home maximises the use of 
natural light in every room. 

Walking through the hallway, you are 
met with a large, open living area which 
comprises a living room, dining room, 
kitchen and a fully equipped bar — perfect 
for entertaining. There is also a large 
rumpus room that can be closed off. The 
kitchen shows great attention to detail, with 
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ABOVE The high void ceiling creates a welcoming, 
bright open space. 

TOP RIGHT The large living space opens up to the 
alfresco area with oversized stacker doors. 

RIGHT The kitchen shows great attention to detail. 


The passive-solar-designed home maximises 
the use of natural light in every room. 


State-of-the-art appliances, a stone mosaic 
bar and a walk-in pantry. This large living 
space opens up to the alfresco area with 
oversized stacker doors. 

There are four bedrooms upstairs and a guest 
room downstairs, which are all fitted with 
custom-made bedside tables and bedheads. 

Buildcraft Constructions took into account 
all of the project’s special considerations. 


such as estate guidelines and the beachside 
conditions, to ensure building material 
longevity and special windows and fittings 
to suit the bushfire zone. 

This is a multi-award-winning home, having 
won the 2013 Master Builders of Australia 
Excellence in Housing Awards Contract House 
Up to $500,000, and for the Excellence in 
Regional Building Awards Best Contract Home 


$400,001-$500,000. It was also a finalist 
for the Housing Industry Association NSW 
Custom Built Home Up to $600,000 award. BH 

more info? 

Buildcraft Constructions 
02 8814 7701 
buildcraft.com.au 


BEST HOMES | 109 



CUSTOM DESIGNED 
CRAFTSMAN BUILT 
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Clients have the option of choosing traditional, 
classic, beach or modern styles and regardless of 
the building site — level, sloping or narrow. 






ITrilin 



S torybook Designer Homes is 

dedicated to producing beautiful 
residences. These projects are state- 
of-the-art, high-character design 
solutions at extremely competitive prices. 

Clients have the option of choosing 
traditional, classic, beach or modern styles 
and regardless of the building site — level, 
sloping or narrow — Storybook will create 
something special. Pictured are a few of the 
2000 individual designs Storybook Designer 
Homes has created recently for its owner- 
builder clients. 

The process of individual design does not 
depend only on the floorplan and external shape 
of the house. Rather, it is the total desired 
impression inside and out. Storybook Designer 
Homes started out by providing products to 
satisfy the cottage and traditional market, 
but quickly realised there was a demand for 
more contemporary and coastal looks. Today, 
Storybook is proud of its enthusiastic team and 
the beautiful homes it creates. 
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LEFT, BELOW LEFT AND BELOW 
RIGHT The homes are state-of-the-art, 
high-character designs. 



“Our clients come 
to us with a vision 
of the ambience 
they are hoping 
to create.” 

- Phil Malcolm 


“Our clients come to us with a vision of 
the ambience they are hoping to create,” 
says founder Phil Malcolm. “It’s the driving 
force of our business to see that their vision 
is realised. However, total involvement 
and commitment from the client is also 
appreciated because only they have the 
detailed understanding of the colours, textures 
and furnishings that will excite them. Our 
owner-builder system ensures this personal 
involvement, creating a greater likelihood of 
an exciting outcome.” 

Storybook Designer Homes’ services are 
available in most areas throughout Australia. 
Visit the website for your nearest office. BH 

more info? 

Storybook Designer Homes 
storybook.com.au 
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Manor 

the country 
home specialists 



manor 

BUILT FOR LIVING. 




THE LIFESTYLE ESCAPE 
FROM SUBURBIA. 


Clients of this home wanted something that would reflect their love 
for the environment, and sit in harmony with the surrounds. 

Consulting modular country homes builder, Manor, brought the 
client’s lifestyle visions to life. 

With a strict design brief, the ‘Mitchell 5’ design from Manor’s 
Explorer Collection, ticked all the boxes. Partnering with the clients 
saw Manor deliver the ideal country home - one with a seamless 
transition between indoors and out, where daily life continued but 
without the suburban rush, which instead was replaced with a 
tranquil calmness that welcomed its owners after a days work. 


www.manor.net.au | Freecall 1800 55 18 18 


Email info(amanor.net.au 







Life's good in the wide open spaces of the picturesque countryside. And there's no better way to live 
your active, healthy rural lifestyle than in a Manor home. 

Built for living, our homes are the very picture of country life - the perfect haven to enjoy the outdoor lifestyle you’ve been waiting for. Manor homes sit in 
harmony with their surrounds, with wide, breezy verandahs and sun-drenched spaces seamlessly connecting indoor and outdoor living to maximise the 
beauty of nature’s stunning scenery. 

Our system-built, precision construction method paves the way for a streamlined build that is efficient and simplified, delivering a quality home completed on 
time and budget. 

We’ve been country homes specialists for more than 20 years and we’ll partner with you to tailor your home and deliver a complete turn-key service that 
brings your lifestyle vision alive. 

Now’s the time to start making it happen. Come and visit our T^ a j 

Centrai Coast dispiay, or caii us on 1800 55 18 18, to find out Get your FREE INFO PACK today! 

why so many people trust us to build a home that achieves their website to request, 

iifestyie vision. 


DISPLAY HOME Central Coast: 2 Warringah Close, Somersby, NSW 


manor10188 





Bayside stunner 

This award-winning cliff-top home is every 
inch a luxury paradise 

Photography: EMB Photographies 


W ayamba is a magnificent home, 

from its private jetty on Yowie Bay 
to the dramatic facade complete 
with a distinctive porte cochte. 
Built over three levels to make the most of a 
steeply sloping site, it is approximately 800 m. 

The residence was painstakingly built over 
almost six years, with every luxurious element 
taken into consideration. The ACG Building team 
worked closely with interior designer Michael 
McCann from Dreamtime Australia Design and 
architect Anthony Antoniou to provide clients 
George and Kathy and their children with what 
can only be described as a dream home. 

“We wanted a resort feel and a house that was 
not overly contemporary, but also not 
a traditional log cabin. I think we have achieved 


what we were looking for. Driving through the 
gates, it feels modern but also rustic enough so 
that it is relaxing,” says George, who has now 
lived in the home for more than a year. 

The three floors are split into three distinct 
zones for practical reasons: all bedrooms are on 
the bottom floor, all living areas are on the ground 
floor, which means they also get the best views, 
and an office sanctuary is perched on the top. 
Every portion of the block has been put to use, 
with seven individual landscaped garden spaces, 
including a fishpond, pool and barbecue area. 

According to Anthony, one of the strengths of 
the design is the clever zoning. “The design takes 
advantage of all the views, with just about every 
room getting a different vista. No matter where 
you are, you enjoy the surroundings,” he says. 


TOP LEFT Wayamba was built over three levels, 
with all living areas on the ground floor, to obtain 
the best views. 

ABOVE On the steeply sloping site, there’s seven 
individual landscaped garden spaces, including a pool. 

The exterior of the house is a work of art in 
itself. The ocean side is curved to follow the 
high waterline and to take full advantage of the 
views. The front, street side of the house features 
contemporary bold lines and angles with a 
parallel double-teak-veneer porte cochre, which 
not only makes a stunning entryway, but also acts 
as a practical undercover space with protection 
from the southerlies and storms. To the right, 
the tower-like staircase recess stands out, with 
two levels of wraparound glass allowing light 
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WATERFRONT MAGNIFICENCE 



“We wanted a resort feel and a house 
that was not overly contemporary, 
but also not a traditional log cabin.” 
- homeowner George 



ABOVE The dramatic facade is complete 
with a distinctive porte cochere. 

LEFT Every room takes advantage of a vista, 
thanks to wraparound glass. 


to filter through the entire home. 

It was a challenging journey to complete such 
a complex home — the demolition of the previous 
house and excavation of the site alone took nine 
months. Importing the specialist materials, such 
as masses of stone from Bali, and placing some 
1400 plants also took considerable coordination. 

Every finish was planned to the smallest detail, 
with most elements custom-made, including an 
advanced Clipsal C-Bus system enabling iPad 
control of lights, security and heating. 

“The last two years were details and finishes,” 
says George. “We were tempted to compromise 
at the end but we knew that the last five per cent 
is really what you notice and the ACG Building 
team excelled at that. They were patient and 
didn’t accept second best. You will be able to 
see that quality for years to come.” BH 

more info? 

ACG Building 
0412 861 393 
acgbuilding.com.au 
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Your Vision. Our Creativity. 



We believe that to create a beautiful home is to think 
differently and challenge the everyday. We do this 
by encouraging creativity and ingenuity in the design 
and building of exceptional living spaces. 


To find out how we can turn your dream into a reality, contact us at danette.com.au or call (02) 9437 0055. 



RESIDENTIAL ■ COMMERCIAL ■ PROJECT MANAGEMENT 




Had a look at factory built modular housing lately?... 



IT MIGHT SURPRISJEYQLI ! 


PARKWOOD 


We build a range from standard Granny Flats to luxury Architectural Designs. 
Delivered to you throughout NSW. Installed, secure, ready for you to move in within 
days. Leading edge designs, hassle free and minimum impact to sensitive sites. 
MBA & HIA winner. Industry leader for 27 years. 

The clever, practical solution to building your home, granny flat, B&B, anything! 


CONTACT US @ 

PARKWOOD MODULAR BUILDINGS 

02 4340 4077 

Kangoo rd. Somersby NSW 

www.parkwood.com.au 
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PARKWOOD HAVE BEEN BUILDING HOMES FOR 27 YEARS 











|FREE DVD ^ 

“21 Common Mistakes 
Renovators Make... And 
How To Avoid Them!” 

Featuring Australia’s Renovation Queen 
& Celebrity TV Renovator — Cherie Barber 

Enter Promo Code BD815 at www.CherieBarberLive.com.au/FreeDVD 



CLAIM YOUR FREE DVD! 


Cherie Barber 

Australia’s Renovation Queen & Celebrity TV Renovator 


Cherie Barber 
As Seen On: 


mmm 






Pi^tylnvestor Wi)lMHs[)ay 



W ith over 20 years experienee as 
a professional renovator and 
edueator, Cherie Barber is 
Australia’s non-disputed Renovation Queen. 

Claim this FREE DVD and discover 
the answers to questions like... 

® Am I making ehanges that add value? 

© Am I doing the right amount of DIY? 

O Am I overeapitalising on eertain jobs? 

O Am I paying too mueh for materials? 

© Do I style my reno to sell it at the highest 
priee possible? 

© Have I sought eouneil approval eorreetly? 

© Is my researeh and due diligenee strong enough? 
© Do I know how to get the best out of my tradies? 
© Have I erunehed the numbers down to the deeimal? 
© And so mueh more! 


But you must act immediately. This FREE DVD offer is valid for a 
limited time only. So get in quiek before you miss out. Only 185 at the 
time of printing*. Register online using Promo Code: BD815 at: 

www.CherieBarberLive.CQm.au/FreeDVD 

Alternatively, phone our offiee on Freecall: 1800 899 058 during 
business hours OR eut out the eoupon below and post to: FREE DVD, 



lUominosnistjijj 
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HE BUBER 


Icngviasn 


free RENO DVD 

Order Your Copy Today, 


stncto Last! 


For a FREE eopy of your DVD 
**21 Common Mistakes Renovators Make,,, 
And How To Avoid Them!” register online 
using Promo Code: BD815 at: 

wvvw.CherieBarberLive.com.au/FreeDVD 

After registering your details, your FREE 
DVD will be posted to you at no eost or 
obligation. This offer is valid for Australian delivery 
addresses only. No salesperson will subsequently eall. 


BONUS : Come See Cherie Live! 

Claim your eomplimentary tiekets to see Cherie LIVE at the 
‘Ultimate Property Conferenee 2015’, where she will be presenting 
alongside 5 of Australia’s leading Property Experts and Wealth 
Edueators. 

© MELBOURNE 5th-6th September 2015 
O SYDNEY 12th-13th September 2015 
O BRISBANE 19th-20th September 2015 
© PERTH lOth-llth October 2015 
© ADELAIDE 4th-5th June 2016 


PO Box 1232 Sutherland NSW 1499. 


CLAIM YOUR FREE DVD! 

□ Yes! Please Mail Me My FREE DVD (BD815) 

Please complete below in CAPITALS. All fields required*. 

*Full Name . 

*Email Address 

*Shipping Address 

*Suburb 

* Postcode estate 

*Mobile/Home 

Cut out your completed coupon and post to: 

FREE DVD, PO Box 1232, SUTHERLAND NSW 1499. 



To secure FREE tickets for yourself and a friend, register today at: 
www.ZadelProDertv.com.au and enter your Promo Code: BH815 







Project by Dana Kitchens 
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Grand scale 






The classic look and large proportions 
ofAmerican-style kitchens prompted 
the transformation of a small and dated 
kitchen design 
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AMERICAN BEAUTY 


The new kitchen is an open, 
inviting area that blends with 
the dining and living zone. 



BEST HOMES. 



AMERICAN BEAUTY 


A large island bench has an integrated 
chopping block, is perfect for informal meals 
and houses much-needed extra storage. 


EAST BRISBANE 
yULINE STREET EIST 
010 CIEVELMD ROM 
COORPAROO 
<n CAMP HILL 
CARINA 
CARINDALE 
BELMONT 
<» 6UMDALE 
LONDON ROAD 
CHANDLER 
BACTON STREET 
WURIEWOOR STREET 






A functional kitchen is a must in any 
family home, but the one in this 
house was far from practical. Small, 
enclosed and dated, it had laminate 
doors and a benchtop with a raised servery 
that invited clutter. A basic corner pantry 
housed most of the kitchen belongings, while 
the entire space was dark and uninviting. The 
owners approached the professional team from 
Dana Kitchens to create a space that would 
transform their home. 

Having spent some time in the USA, the 
clients had grown to love American-style 
kitchens with their grand scale and classic 
look. It was vital the new kitchen was an open, 
inviting area that blended with the dining and 
living zone. 

With small children 
in the family, a large 
island bench is a 
much-loved area for 
both work and play 
and a key feature in 
this kitchen. 
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The new kitchen was designed specifically 
to suit the needs of the family, with special 
consideration given to its layout. Zones for 
preparation, cooking, coffee and an office were 
incorporated into the large open-plan kitchen/ 
dining area. The preparation/pantry space has 
a door to hide away messy bits and pieces, 
while a partially exposed rangehood has been 
integrated into the surrounding cupboards, 
creating a feature. 

With small children in the family, a large 
island bench is a much-loved area for both 
work and play and a key feature in this 
kitchen. It has an integrated chopping block, is 
perfect for informal meals and houses much- 
needed extra storage. The lighting above the 
island is not only practical, but also creates 
a sense of grandeur. 

The entire area has been completely 
transformed; the walls have been painted 
in a lighter colour, the floors were replaced 


ABOVE This is a beautiful kitchen while also 
being functional. 

RIGHT Walls have been painted in a lighter colour. 
OPPOSITE PAGE A partially exposed rangehood 
has been integrated into the surrounding 
cupboards, creating a feature. 

and the footprint of the kitchen has been 
completely altered. The room appears to 
have grown in size dramatically, without any 
literal increase in area, achieved through 
discerning configuration. 

This is a beautiful kitchen to the eye while 
being functional at the same time. Quite 
an achievement. BH 

more info? 

Dana Kitchens 
07 3371 7100 
danakitchens.com.au 
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AMERICAN BEAUTY 
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DANA KITCHENS 


Westside Showroom/ Factory 42 Queensland Road, Darra OLD 4076 
Northside Showroom 19 Robinson Road East, Virginia OLD 4014 

Email, dana@danakitchens.com.au 
Phone. 07 3371 7100 
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The beouty of natural stone with the benefits of engineered stone 

Never requires sealir^g and is highly resistant to heot, stains, chips and abrasions 


Introducing six new shades of grey 
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QijqrU 


Gris Fufna 
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02 9772 9B8B 03 95B5 4706 07 5596 7989 

DFSTRilUTOftS 

SoLTth Auitnaho Woitam Auitraliq Taimariiq 
08 8345 1551 08 9478 0444 03 6272 2342 
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INNER-WEST INDUSTRIAL 



A warehouse conversion in Sydney’s inner west 
exudes a distinctive industrial flavour 
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OPPOSITE Black pendant lights and taps 
along with copper handles and brass-framed 
kitchen stools provide the finishing details. 

ABOVE & LEFT The bold design choices 
include matt-black cabinetry and Caesarstone 
Sleek Concrete benchtops. 

T his kitchen, designed by 

Sydney Kitchens, is truly the 
focal point of this impressive 
warehouse conversion in Sydney’s 
inner west. Every element of the expansive 
kitchen has been meticulously designed, 
with the size, scale, material and colour 
choices in keeping with the industrial 
elements of the open-plan home. 

The bold colour scheme, predominantly 
matt-black cabinetry and Caesarstone Sleek 
Concrete benchtops, is softened by the book- 
matched Calacatta marble splashback, custom- 
made Broadline glass in the upper cabinetry 
and the washed herringbone flooring. The 
matt-black cabinetry seamlessly continues 
in the butler’s pantry, where it is teamed 
with Fenix Super Matt Black benchtops and 
mirrored splashbacks to reflect the space 
and light. 

Black pendant lights and taps along with 
copper handles and brass-framed kitchen 
stools provide the finishing details to this 
visually striking entertainer’s kitchen. BH 

more info? 

Sydney Kitchens 
1800 737 673 
sydneykitchens.com.au 


BEST HOMES | 135 


irVI^ 



Visit Sydney's most 



There is a place.... 

where the quality is so remarkable; the design is crisp and distinctly Danish, and the focus 
on even the smallest detail so meticulous, you'll wonder where you are... 


exquisite showroom 



Danish designer kitchens - Custom made in Australia 
For showroom opening hours: 
vvvvw.danklichens.com.au or call 02 9624 2344 


dan’ 

dankitchens.com.au 




Warm and 
inviting 

what was once kitchen claustrophobia is 
now an invitingly open collage of natural 
materials fit to entertain a multitude of 
family and friends 


T hese owners had an extensive wish 
list of textures, finishes and fixtures 
for this kitchen project, designed by 
Adam Williams for Wilko Cabinets, 
using DuPont Corian®, and it can now truly be 
considered the hub of the home. 

Of major importance was the inclusion 
of the pre-existing granite walls and using 
natural timber in a variety of different 
finishes to create a warm atmosphere. To 
this end, timber was used in the panels, 
open shelves, raised benchtop and under 
the counter, as well as the messmate timber 
bearers and joists that were salvaged from 
Shepparton Primary School. 

The finishes include a mix of limewash and 
Danish oil on the ceiling joists, Treatex oil 
on the panels and shelves, and Organoil on 
the raised bar, turning each surface into an 
attraction of its own. 

The timber wouldn’t be such a standout 
feature if it wasn’t for the modern, sleek 
warm-white Corian® benchtops with waterfall 
ends, which contrast with the natural timber 


138 I BEST HOMES 



TOP RIGHT The use of natural timber 
creates a warm atmosphere. 

RIGHT Modern, sleek, warm-white Cohan® 
benchtops contrast with the natural timber 
tones and highlight the dark-tiled splashback. 

tones and beautifully highlight the rich, dark 
subway tiles. The slight vein pattern within 
the Corian® mimics the woodgrain and helps 
to complete the look. 

Not only does Corian® help to set this 
kitchen apart, it also provides functionality 
through its durable, stain-resistant and 
easy-to-clean surface. What was once kitchen 
claustrophobia is now an invitingly open 
collage of natural materials fit to entertain 
a multitude of family and friends. BH 

more info? 

Corian® Benchtops 
1300 795 044 
casf.com.au 
Wilko Cabinets 
03 5756 2260 
wilkocabinets.com.au 


HUB OF THE HOME 




What was once kitchen claustrophobia is now 
an invitingly open collage of natural materials. 
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Victoria’s most awarded 
kitchen designers 
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Project by Urban Escape 



BEST HOMES | 143 




^yOutdoor delight 


Visualiimplicity of design and subde use of quality 
niatmalsTfT^ this project and set the components well in 
um surrounding landscaped gardens 


TROPICAL FLAVOUR 


The cabana is surrounded by a large timber 
deck entertaining area, set within lawn 
areas and new tropical-style gardens. 







J ohn Storch, principal of A Total 

Concept Landscape Architects, was 
commissioned to design a swimming 
pool, entertaining deck and gardens 
for this Sydney property more than 15 years 
ago. Last year, the company was requested to 
incorporate an extensive cabana and redesign 
the gardens and entertaining deck, allowing the 
owners and their children to relax and socialise. 

“The location of the cabana was set adjacent to 
the swimming pool, to the rear of the property, to 
visually maximise the lawn and garden,” recalls 
John. This in turn took advantage of the level 
changes to utilise the underside of the cabana as 
an extensive workshop and double-car garage 
with rear lane access. 

The cabana is located adjacent to the pool; it 
not only services the swimmers of the family, 
it also doubles as a rumpus and sleepover room 
for children. They can be far enough away so 
that loud music and electronic games aren’t 
heard in the main home, but are still close 
enough for cautious parents to keep a watchful 
eye on teenagers. The cabana is surrounded 
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TROPICAL FLAVOUR 



“The location of the cabana was set 
adjacent to the swimming pool, to the rear 
of the property, to visually maximise the 
lawn and garden.”- John Storch 


by a large timber deck entertaining area, set 
within lawn areas and new tropical-style 
gardens, all designed by A Total Concept. 

The traditional style of the poolside cabana 
ties back to the design of the home to ensure 
that the overall project is in keeping with the 
residence. The roof of the poolside cabana has 
been designed with a hip that visually links to 
the existing roof of the residence and allows for 
very high ceilings and air/skylights that are great 
for airflow and to visually increase the size of 
the cabana. Brickwork of the residence has been 
matched and used extensively in the cabana. 

In addition, an existing timber deck adjacent 
to the residence has been redecked in the 
same timber to relate to the new work, and an 
outdoor fireplace, sitting area and barbecue 
have been incorporated. 

The cabana houses a large wall-mounted 
LCD television, intricate built-in cabinetry, 
Italian glass tile splashbacks, Caesarstone 
benchtop, under-mounted sink, stainless-steel 
fridge, dishwasher and bar. There's also a fully 


furnished bathroom facility with shower, WC 
and basin plus tiled utility niches to match 
the kitchen splashback. All were designed to 
ensure every whim and desire is catered for. 

At night, the poolside cabana is well lit 
with both concealed strip lighting and LED 
downlighting in the ceiling for functional 
purposes. Together with step lights, lights in 
the swimming pool and energy-efficient LED 
lighting throughout the paving, lawn and 
garden areas, this creates mood effects with 
washes of light and dancing shadows. 

A quality internal, external and in-pool 
sound system, plus all electrical components 
such as lights, irrigation plus swimming pool 
heater and swim jets are all linked to the 
electrical switching system of the cabana 
and residence. 

The sparkling water of the understated glass 
tile — used in the geometric-shaped swimming 
pool — contrasts beautifully with the blond 
sandstone paving of the external paved areas and 
the timber cabana floor relates to the decking. All 


OPPOSITE TOP An extensive cabana and redesign 
of the gardens and entertaining deck allows the 
owners and their children to relax and socialise. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM The cabana adjacent to the 
pool services the swimmers of the family and doubles 
as a rumpus and sleepover room for children. 

ABOVE An existing timber deck adjacent to the 
residence has been redecked in the same timber 
to relate to the new work, and an outdoor fireplace, 
sitting area and barbecue incorporated. 

have been designed to blend with the dappled and 
shaded tropical greens of the gardens and lawns. 

The surrounding gardens were redesigned 
and replanted to provide a more tropical feel. 
Plants now include Buddha belly bamboo, 
bromeliads, stripestem bamboo, Moses in 
the cradle, string of pearls, cycads, temple 
bloodgrass, frangipani, cordyline rubra, 
phillodendron ‘Xanadu’, liriope, lillipilly and 
kentia palms. The gardens also provide a mix 
of heady perfumed flowers at various times of 
the year to add interest to the project. 

The result of the work, designed by 
A Total Concept Landscape Architects and Pool 
Designers, is a beautifully integrated lifestyle and 
entertaining complex for the homeowners. BH 

more info? 

A Total Concept Landscape Architects 
& Pool Designers 
02 9957 5122 
atotalconcept.com.au 
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newly installed pool and cabana provide this 
family of four with an enviabfeli^jt^e 

I 'photography: '-Reg Blu’nt-of EMB PhdIog-tapNics. v 


W inner of the Freeform or Natural 
Concrete Pool up to $50,000 
at the 2014 Master Builders 
Association NSW awards, 
Honey’s Pool by ACG Building is a masterful 
creation of clean and focused design. 

“The area was a large green-grassed 
backyard, empty and with no real landscaping 
to be mentioned,” says ACG Building’s 
Peter Phokos of the space before construction, 
adding, “the space was sloping to the back of 


the property and was unusable.” 

Following a body of work that involved 
excavating landfill and sandstone, pool 
concrete construction, custom-made coping 
and tiles — which were cut to size — 
constructing a custom-made Balinese- style 
cabana, installing an outdoor bar and sink 
area, and custom frameless glass fencing ... 
the space now ticks all the boxes for 
the homeowners. 

The client was a couple in their late 30s 


with two children aged 1 1 and nine. For them, 
“it was important to have a usable outdoor 
sitting area that was open but weathered at the 
same time,” says Peter. “They wanted a pool 
area where they could sit and lounge without it 
becoming a waste of space.” 

The homeowners didn’t want the pool to 
obstruct the outdoor decking area at the back 
of the house and one of the great feats of this 
build was the integration of the new addition 
with existing features. ACG Building ensured 
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BALINESE-STYLE CABANA 



consistency of both style and colour with the 
garden and home and complemented these 
elements with a beautiful Sky Blue on the 
interior of the pool to brighten and contrast 
with the white limestone on the exterior. BH 

more info? 

ACG Building 
0412 861 393 
acgbuilding.com.au 


“They wanted a pool area where they could 
sit and lounge without it becoming a waste 
of space. ” - Peter Phokos 



LEFT The cabana is fitted out with all the mod BELOW The cabana provides the outdoor sitting 

cons, including a bar fridge. area the homeowners were looking for and is 

ABOVE Custom frameless glass fencing ticks the protected from the elements, 
safety boxes without obstructing the view of the 
cabana and pool from the house. 
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Rain, Wind + UV Protection 
standard Push Button Retraction 


Year Round Al Fresco Living 


LED Lighting For Extended Use 

' " ■■ ■ 

Instant Heat Infra Red Option 





Zenara LED Cassette Opal Design LED Cassette Cassita II LED Cassette Livona Open Awning 


Semina LED Semi-Cassette Paravento Sid6 



Designed, 
engineered 
& made in 
Germany 







j Screen Panels 


Pergotex II Retractable Roof 


Contact us for Dealer details 
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, By Peter Meyer 




Head Office + Showroom 
25 Richmond Rd Homebush NSW 
Freecall Aust: 1 800 254 631 
NZ Phone: +64 9 302 2499 
Web: petermeyerblinds.com.au 
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Family oasis 

Adults and kids will love this modern, multi-purpose outdoor 
space, which will last many years into the future 

Photography: CW Photography + Media 
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ABOVE The design maintained the existing 
murraya hedges and Elaeocarpus eumundii 
were planted around the pool. Frameless glass 
pool fencing makes the space look larger. 

TOP RIGHT The barbecue area under the 
pergola, positioned near the pool, creates an 
additional entertainment space in summer. 
BOTTOM RIGHT The Alpine stone-clad 
fireplace has timber benches alongside it. 


hen planning their new outdoor 
space, these homeowners 
envisaged a design that 
modernised their backyard using 
natural materials, utilised the existing hedges 
to maintain privacy, and allowed for a variety 
of entertaining spaces across no more than two 
levels, with new gardens to complement these. 
The plan was to take the indoor space outside 
and incorporate a TV/fireplace, barbecue, as 


well as an area for relaxing with family and 
friends. Most importantly, it was to be a spot 
they could enjoy for many years to come. 

Designed by Justin Dibble, owner and 
designer of Fluid Design and 3D Pools, in 
conjunction with Sand & Stone Landscapes, 
the new space is modern, stylish and warm, 
according to Luke Roodenburg, director of 
Sand & Stone Landscapes, whose company 
carried out the construction. 
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“Our inspiration was an entertainer’s delight; 
we really wanted to create an area that would 
suit both kids and adults alike,” says Luke. 

Faced with a plain and simple area with 
tight access, the team cleverly transformed the 
backyard. “The outdoor patio area is really the 
highlight of the family’s outdoor living space,” 
says Luke. “I particularly love the Alpine 
stone-clad fireplace with built-in TV and 
the timber bench seating area as it takes the 
indoor space outside and enables the family 
to entertain all year round. In addition, the 
Vergola over the main patio allows both light 
in winter and shade in summer.” 

The barbecue area under the pergola, 
positioned near the pool, creates an additional 
entertainment space in summer, thanks to a 
fully equipped kitchen with a sink and fridge. 

The design maintained the existing murraya 


154 I BEST HOMES 




ENTERTAINER’S DELIGHT 




OPPOSITE PAGE The fireplace features 
a built-in TV for additional entertainment. 
LEFT The pool is central to the whole design. 


ABOVE The patio area is the highlight of the 
family's outdoor living space. 

BELOW A fully equipped kitchen with a sink 
and fridge extends the entertaining space. 



hedges and Elaeocarpus eumundii were 
planted around the pool. Frameless glass pool 
fencing doesn’t close off the space, instead 
making it look larger. Autumn travertine was 
laid in a French pattern around the pool and 
on the patio to ensure a seamless transition 
between spaces. 

“The outdoor design works to complement 
each of the areas mentioned, with the pool 
central to the whole design,” says Luke. “All of 
the natural materials used throughout the space 
creates a sense of warmth and gives the area 
a timeless lifespan.” BH 

more info? 

Sand & Stone Landscapes P/L 
0410 654 941 

sandandstonelandscapes.com.au 
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Elegant and mderstated, these stunning outdoors 
spaces areperf^ctfor all members of the family i 


Photography: Peter Brennan 
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CLEAN AND CONTEMPORARY 





I n keeping with the clean architectural 
lines of their newly built home, a 
landscape of simple contemporary design 
was what these owners were after. They 
turned to Matthew Glass of Optimal Outdoor 
Design for their dream garden. 

At the rear of the house, the landscape 
needed to flow from the open-plan kitchen 
and living area, facilitating indoor/outdoor 
living and providing diners with a clear 
view of the swimming pool. In addition to 
outdoor entertaining, the rear garden needed 
to cater for the needs of the children and the 
family dog, Molly. 

Matthew and his construction team used 
Australian hardwood timber to build the dining 


deck, which was then coated with a natural LEFT The front garden offers a tessellated tile 

decking stain. Mechanical drop-down blinds entrance path and hedges of murraya. 

were installed to shade the area and block 

afternoon sun from flooding the living room. This 

area is complemented by the existing entertaining 

pavilion with its pool table, Daytona racing 

arcade machine, large plasma TV, kitchenette and 

bathroom at the far end of the garden. 

A stepping-stone path of polished concrete 
leads from the pool to the pavilion and is 
mirrored in the decorative pattern of concrete 
steppers, each surrounded by mini mondo 
grass, laid in front of the wicker setting that 
sits to one side of the outdoor room. On the 
opposite side is a rustic teak garden seat. 

For the pool surrounds. Optimal Outdoor 
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ABOVE To highlight the plantings, garden spotlights 
feature in the back garden. 

LEFT Seating for quiet contemplation. 


Design used white terracotta tiles which 
contrast with the blue mosaic tiles of the pool 
interior and the black planters that extend along 
the boundary wall. To hide the wall, climbing 
star jasmine was planted in trough-style black 
pots. On the other side of the garden, the fence 
is screened by a murraya hedge. 

In the front garden, with its tessellated tile 
entrance path, the planting scheme is similar. 
There are hedges of murraya, Japanese box 
and pittosporum, groundcover plantings of 
liriope, more mini mondo grass and beautiful 
blueberry ash trees. To highlight the plantings, 
there are garden spotlights in both front and 
back gardens, all of which are part of the new 
12- volt light system that is switched back to 
the house. BH 

more info? 

Optimal Outdoor Design 
0414 340 034 

optimaloutdoordesign.com.au 
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Photography: Jason Busch 
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ESCAPE CLUB 



W ith limited space in their 

backyard, the owners of this 
property wanted to make it feel 
larger, with different areas to 
escape to for both entertaining and relaxation. 

Before the transformation, landscape 
designer Matt Leacy, director of Landart 
Landscapes and Pools, was confronted with a 
completely flat, paved space that could best be 
described as harsh and uninviting. “Because it 
was very flat, once you arrived at the back door 
the entire space was revealed and there was no 
reason to go beyond the door,” says Matt. 


“I wanted to create a softer, more intriguing 
and organic area that invited you outside.” 

The resulting outdoor space that he and 
his company created is structured in a 
sense, but also very relaxed and casual — 
a contemporary space with hints of Asian 
inspiration. “A lot has been achieved in a very 
small area,” says Matt. “There are distinct 
rooms that feel very separate to each other, 
but also very connected.” 

A sunken seating spot was added to provide 
more intimacy. “This also helped to make the 
space seem larger as it feels like a completely 


different room to the dining and kitchen area, 
while still giving a sense of being connected 
to the other spaces,” says Matt. “When you 
are sitting there it really does feel like a room 
even though it is completely open. The sunken 
lounge is so inviting it draws you out into the 
garden. It’s difficult not to collapse in there 
with a drink every time you enter the space!” 

A mosaic-tiled lap pool with an exquisite 
timber water feature was positioned alongside 
the light-filled dining area and kitchen, with 
easy access to the outdoor spaces via doors, 
which seem to disappear completely, enhancing 
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OPPOSITE PAGE TOP The light-filled dining area 
and kitchen provides easy access to the outdoor 
spaces via doors which seem to disappear completely, 
creating a seamless indoor/outdoor connection. 

TOP LEFT A fully equipped outdoor kitchen is 
perfect for entertaining. 

ABOVE The mosaic-tiled lap pool boasts an 
exquisite timber water feature, while the wall is 
clad with natural granite. 

LEFT A sunken seating spot provides intimacy. 


the seamless indoor/outdoor connection. 

When it came to stone and paving selection 
for the project, one of the numerous masonry 
walls was clad with natural granite stone shaped 
on site, and consistent blond travertine paving 
was laid around the perimeter of the pool. 

Slender weaver bamboo was the dominant 
plant of choice. “This was chosen because the 
garden beds are quite small and we needed 
to screen off the neighbour’s two storeys 
quickly — bamboo was about the only thing 
that would achieve all of the criteria the clients 
required,” says Matt. “Plus, it suits the space 
perfectly. Although we are in a suburban 
backyard, it feels like you could be in a 
day spa just about anywhere. It provides 
real escapism.” BH 

more info? 

Landart Landscapes and Pools 
02 9958 0462 
landart.com.au 
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POOLS & SPAS 


P 1300 SWIM POOL 
(1300 794 676) 

E enquire@terryelliottpools.conn.au 

www.terryelliottpools.com.au 




protectionO . 

STYLE ^ 



When it comes to offering protection for your outdoor areas from harsh sunlight, 
strong wind and rain. Outrigger Awnings has everything covered. Since 1994, Sydney 
based Outrigger has been designing and manufacturing stylish custom-designed fabric 
structures for domestic and commercial applications. Our extensive range of motorised and 
manual awnings utilise the highest quality rainproof and shade fabrics that will last from 18 
to 20 years. Outrigger currently manufacture retracting awnings and sails, batten awnings. 


outdoor blinds, cantilevered awnings and stylish carports. Why not create your own outdoor 
room as an additional living area to be enjoyed all year round. 


OUTRIGGER 


Call us now or visit our website for your free design consultation. 

<P *i f ■ 


Tel. (02) 9905 8473 

www.outriggerawnings.com.au 


FUNCTIONAL BEAUTY 



Sophisticai 


A Sydney property receives a beautiful 
outdoor makeover thanks to the superb 
qualities of stone, shaped to suit ■ 


Photography: Peter Brennan 
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LEFT Antique Stone coping allows for curved 
corners and non-standard pieces that ensure the 
curved front balcony doesn’t have unsightly mitre 
cuts and trim cuts. 

ABOVE Graphite stone was used at the front entry. 

A ntique Stone products were 

skilfully used for the update to this 
Sydney backyard, pool and front 
entry, as well as a major extension 
to the home’s upper level. Designed and 
constructed by Beecraft, the project involved 
updating the pool and front entry of the house 
in conjunction with altering the living space 
to give the owners a better-functioning home, 
while also improving the space inside the pool 
area with a new deck and stone surrounds. 

For the renovation. Antique Stone provided 
500x500mm pavers and pool coping that 
was made to a specific size and shape to suit 
the owners’ requirements. Graphite stone 
was used at the front entry while traditional 
pavers, pool coping and step treads were used 
in the backyard. 
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FUNCTIONAL BEAUTY 




TOP LEFT Step treads were used for the backyard. 
ABOVE Antique Stone coping allows for curved 
corners for the pool. 

LEFT The front entry received a major update. 

“Antique Stone is 
more cost effective 
than having stone 
shaped on site to 
suit.” -Ian Stott 


Antique Stone coping was important to this 
project as it allows for curved corners and 
non-standard pieces that ensure both the pool 
and curved front balcony don’t have unsightly 
mitre cuts and trim cuts. 

“Using Antique Stone is more cost effective 
than having stone shaped on site to suit,” says 
Ian Stott of Antique Stone. BH 

more info? 

Antique Stone 

02 9519 0322 , 0412 297 843 

antiquestone.com.au 

Beecraft 

02 9450 1530 
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All Australian Made Products 


SPECIALISING IN: 

• Pool Coping • Pavers 
• Step Treads • Wall capping and cladding 
• Pool coping to suit any shaped pool 

www.antiquestone.com.au 

Mobile: 0412 297 843 Phone: 02 9519 0322 
Email: info@antiquestone.com.au 



ANTIQUE 


0 N 




www.antiquestone.com.au 
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advantage of the sloping sTte^ 
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BUSHLAND OASIS 




N estled in the green bushland, 

this pool emerges like a tropical 
oasis. Designed by Jade Pools 
in conjunction with the owners, 
the featured pool takes full advantage of the 
sloping backyard, with a raised spa spilling into 
the pool and a spillway over the pool flowing 
into a catch tank, acting as a natural waterfall. 

The pool was built into the slope, 
appearing to be elevated from the ground. 
Dark-timber decking lines the perimeter 
of the pool and provides enough space for 
entertaining as well as relaxing. A small 
cabana is located at the rear, next to the 
raised spa, adding a touch of luxury. 


Built by Jade Swimming Pools, this sleek and 
modem design features a Polaris 280 pool cleaner. 
Thermo solar heating panels and a Davey CC28 
sand filter, as well as a Davey Silensor pump for 
both the pool and spa. The EasyTouch Pool and 
Spa Control System allows the owners to enjoy the 
pool without having to worry about any complex 
pool technology. 

The fully tiled pool and spa interiors, highlighted 
by the Ocean Blue Ezarri tiles, add that pop of 
colour to the backyard that consists predominantly 
of nature’s greenery and the brown of the timber 
decking. This tmly calming and expertly designed 
pool incorporates all the features a pool needs for 
enjoyment and entertaining. BH 


ABOVE Dark timber decking lines the pool’s 
perimeter and provides space for both entertaining 
and relaxing. 

OPPOSITE PAGE TOP The fully tiled pool and spa 
interiors are highlighted by Ocean Blue Ezarri tiles. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM The backyard 
consists predominantly of nature’s greenery. 

more info? 

Jade Swimming Pools 
02 9686 6000 
jadepools.com.au 
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Coasting along 

The synergy between beach, pool and home in this award- 
winning masterpiece has created a never-ending horizon 

Photography: Sharpix 


ooking out over a stunning view is 
awe-inspiring. Becoming a part of it is 
nothing short of remarkable, and that 
is what this pool permits. Designed 
and built by Crystal Pools, the pool has 
transformed a natural marvel into an interactive 
space made for both fun and relaxation. 

Driving this metamorphosis is the family lap 


pool, designed and constructed to marry the 
clients’ home with the water’s edge to create 
a never-ending horizon that begins in their own 
backyard. It not only dramatically increases the 
value of the home, but it enhances the clients’ 
lifestyle and the surrounding environment. 

The pool was designed to connect the 
residence to the sprawling coastline while 



creating an ambient atmosphere in harmony 
with the character of the home. It serves as an 
example of the Crystal Pools philosophy of 
quality without compromise and surpasses the 
clients’ expectations. Constant communication 
between the clients, designer and builder 
ensured the pool was a success and delivered 
the desired impact. 
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OCEANSIDE ESCAPE 



A strong focus was placed on the details of 
the design — such as the Pacific Ocean Blue 
colouring — to guarantee the pool appears as 
an extension of the ocean as well as the home. 

The resulting synergy between the beach, pool 
and residence appears dynamic and effortless. 
Crystal Pools has triumphantly connected the 
three so successfully, that this pool was awarded 
Winner of Traditional or Geometric Concrete 
Pools $50,001 -$100,000 by the Master Builders 
Association of NSW at the Excellence in 
Housing and Pool Awards 2010. BH 

more info? 

Crystal Pools 
02 9875 4555 
crystalpools.com.au 


A strong focus was placed on the details 
of the design — such as the Pacific 
Ocean Blue colouring — to guarantee 
the pool appears as an extension of the 
ocean as well as the home. 
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^TUe, cly€>ic£> is ! 

The benchmark you'll measure all other Sydney pool builders against 



Excellence In design, construction I 

and croftsmanship since 1957 | I^LiX| 

AUSTRALIA'S MOST EXPERIENCED 

CALL { 02 ) 9875 4555 

crystalpools.com.au 
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GLASS MOSAIC TILES 

Qustralia 


setting the 

industry 

standards 






EZARRI GLASS MOSAIC TILES 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE . 


"CHOOSING YOUR POOL MOSAIC IS VERY PERSONAL" 


THE CHOICE MUST SATISFY YOUR NEEDS COMPLETELY 
VISUAL ATTRACTION • PHYSICAL ATTRACTION • OUALITY OF PRODUCT 
FEELING OF CONFIDENCE • VALUE FOR MONEY 


"EZARRI SATISFIES ALL YOUR NEEDS" 


GLUE COVERAGE 
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Niebla 2520-A 

This tile used in this pool 


EZARRI GLASS MOSAIC TILES 
THE MOST HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TILES FOR POOLS 


CHOOSE THE JOINTPOINT® 
BACKING SYSTEM FOR 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 



RECYCLED 


a IAS Cl AM 


eu no p^m ports 

P.O. Box 8060, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 • 28 Prince William Drive, Seven Hills NSW 2147 
Phone: 1300 EZARRI (392-774) • Facsimile: (02) 9624 4296 • Email: sales@europeimports.com.au 








Simply irresistible 

Contemporary in design, this unique outdoor 
retreat provides year-round enjoyment 

Photography: Peter Brennan 



extensive and incorporates uplighting to 
the feature trees, under-step lights, 
in-deck uplights and wall-mounted lights. 
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ABOVE The outdoor entertaining 
area and swimming pool link 
seamlessly with the modern home. 

RIGHT The shimmering plunge pool 
and curvaceous built-in sun lounge. 

D esigned to closely integrate with 
the luxury home, this garden is an 
entertainer’s paradise. From the 
shimmering plunge pool to the 
curvaceous built-in sun lounge, this is a garden 
that was made to be enjoyed. 

“We were asked to create a landscape in which 
the outdoor entertaining area and swimming 
pool linked seamlessly with the home,” says 
Adrian Swain, ecodesign’s head designer. “This 
required us to coordinate our work with the 
project architect, interior designer, home builder 
and, of course, the pool builder. 

“Of paramount importance was the inclusion of 
a plunge pool, an area of grass for the children, 
a large outdoor entertaining space and garden 
views from all windows of the home — and 
this all had to be addressed in a manner which 
complemented the look and feel of the home.” 
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LEFT A key feature of the plunge pool is the in-built lounge, 
clad in a mottled blend of mosaic tiles. 

BELOW The impressive undulating in-built sun lounge. 
BOTTOM LEFT The project also met the brief requirement 
of a grassed area for children to play. 



Frameless glass fencing panels frame 
the plunge pool on two sides and make 
it possible to enjoy clear views of the 
beautifully landscaped surrounds. 


The style of the garden is contemporary, 
which is clearly evident in the plunge pool. 
“From the moment you walk through the 
home’s impressive front door you can see 
out to the rear garden and the pool, which 
appears to be a solid block of floating water,” 
says Adrian. “This stunning effect was 
achieved by aligning the glass edge of the 
pool near to the floor-to-ceiling windows and 
raising the pool water level 600 mm above the 
home’s internal floor level.” 

A key feature of the plunge pool is the in-built 
lounge, clad in a mottled blend of mosaic tiles. 


which extends across one end to provide a place 
where people can fully immerse themselves 
while relaxing. The line of the lounge is 
continued with the adjacent timber deck and 
its impressive undulating in-built sun lounge. 

Frameless glass fencing panels frame 
the plunge pool on two sides and make it 
possible to enjoy clear views of the beautifully 
landscaped surrounds, which boast a rich 
planting palette that includes viburnum, 
Japanese box, cycads, knobby club rush 
and native ginger. For height and fragrance, 
ecodesign planted magnolias and Michelia alba. 


At the side of the house there is another 
special treat: a courtyard with a boundary wall 
covered in climbing fig. Attached to the wall 
is a trio of custom mirrors, each in a frame 
painted with Porter’s liquid copper. These 
mirrors almost seem to float and help to make 
the space seem larger and more open. 

The pool and garden lighting scheme is 
extensive and incorporates uplighting to 
the feature trees, under- step lights, in-deck 
uplights as well as wall-mounted lights. These 
lights ensure the entire outdoor space is simply 
irresistible come nightfall. BH 

more info? 

ecodesign Pty Ltd 

02 9680 7712, 0407 006 852 (Adrian Swain) 

ecodesign.com.au 

Landscape construction by 

The Other Side Landscapes Pty Ltd 

theotherside.com.au 
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Three-tiered oasis 

A sloping block on a challenging site inspired this 
impressive, innovative design 
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CHALLENGING YET CLEVER 



A t the heart of the featured pool 

was the drive to create a space that 
would accommodate the owner’s 
three children, act as an ideal place 
for entertaining and generate the ultimate 
impact. Using clever design and a combination 
of textures, together with bursts of fresh 
colour. Innovative Pools and Spas delivered 
exactly that for the overjoyed owners. 

The challenging site inspired an innovative 
design that cleverly utilises the otherwise unused 
backyard space and sloping block. Designed and 
built by Innovative Pools and Spas, the pool, spa 


LEFT The pool, spa and decking area are designed in three 
tiers so that each element blends into the next. 

BELOW The spa is covered by a gazebo roof. 



and decking area are designed in three tiers so that 
each element blends into the next. A spa sits at the 
top so that the overflowing water cascades down 
into the large pool. An infinity edge to the pool 
continues the flow of water, which then trickles 
into the third pool catchment at the final level. 

Undoubtedly, the hero of the overall 
design is the large rectangular- shaped pool 
that measures 7m x 4m and is adorned with 
cheerful Mediterranean Blue glass mosaic 
tiles. Elegant, neutral-toned travertine tiles 
border the pool to enhance the blue interior. 
PAL lighting is included for a glowing effect 
in the evenings and a Viron 350 gas heater 
keeps water at the ideal temperature. 

Adjacent to the pool is the functional 
hardwood deck, which provides plenty of 
space for entertaining and lounging in the 


sun. For added entertainment, the spa features 
power outlets to easily install a TV or liven 
up any poolside party with music from the 
speakers in the gazebo roof over the spa. 

Shannon Micallef founded Innovative Pools 
and Spas with the aim to create high-quality 
pools with excellent service. Drawing on his 
23 years of experience in the building industry, 
the company creates unparalleled designs that 
transform even the most dated backyards into 
impressive and unique spaces. BH 

more info? 

Innovative Pools and Spas 
02 4275 2834 
0413 488 646 

innovativepoolsandspas.com.au 
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Careful planning and an expert designer eye combine 
to create an outdoor living area that seamlessly merges 
1 alfresco dining with a luxurious pool 
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N ot only did Design Pools 

successfully create this pool and 
outdoor living area, the company 
also undertook the complete 
home renovation. The result is a project that 
clearly demonstrates Design Pools’ devotion 
to the construction of high-quality pools and 
landscapes that cater to clients’ everyday needs. 

By incorporating an alfresco into the design, 
the company maximised room for the pool 
and provided shade around the dining area to 
ensure the space can be used all year round. 

The elevated alfresco features an outdoor 
kitchen complete with barbecue, sink 
and drinks fridge. The alfresco offers an 
unimpeded view of the pool, allowing adults 
to supervise children, while at the same time, 
providing a perfect outlook of the entire yard. 
Glass fencing surrounding the pool not only 
fulfils safety requirements, but also enhances 
the uninterrupted vista. 

Completing the impressive aesthetic, travertine 
paving was laid throughout the alfresco and 
around the pool. The striking light colour of 
the tiles complements the pool’s blue interior, 
ensuring it’s the focal point of the backyard. 

The clean layout and cohesive aesthetic 
demonstrates Design Pools’ skills in creating 
not only sophisticated outdoor living areas, 
but also building exceptional pools and 
constructing the finest landscapes. BH 

more info? 

Design Pools 

0418 212 993 (Brian), 0425 352 365 (David) 
Builder’s licence number: 187842c 
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COMPLETE PACKAGE 




OPPOSITE PAGE TOP The light colour 
of the travertine complements the pool’s 
blue interior. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM The 

essential outdoor kitchen is well utilised. 
ABOVE The elevated alfresco features 
a full outdoor kitchen, so that the space 
can be utilised year round. 

LEFT The beautiful water feature is 
a striking addition to the area. 
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GEOMETRIC CREATION 





L ocated in the picturesque Sydney 
suburb of Maroubra, this pool 
seamlessly blends into the 
homeowner’s backyard. Featuring 
a geometric design and an Antique Stone finish 
that is both natural and stylish, this highly 
practical and aesthetically pleasing pool would 
suit any backyard. 

Designed and built by Pride Pools, the clean 
lines enhance the space and give the illusion 
that the yard is larger than it actually is. Pride 
Pools incorporated a well-proportioned urn 
and a waterfall water feature to the rear of 
the pool that add interest and complement the 
surrounding lush-green foliage. Near-invisible 
glass fencing creates a safety barrier and 
allows an unobstructed view of the pool area. 

This pool is a great addition to the backyard 
and is ideal for all ages. It is large enough 
for the family to swim laps in, while the tiled 
bench seat and centralised leisure and safety 
ledge provide ample opportunity for poolside 
cocktails during the summer months. A pool 
cover and a landscaped lawn and garden 


supply shaded areas between the pool and the 
house, guaranteeing comfort for those who 
wish to enjoy the poolside atmosphere but 
would rather not jump into the water. Carefully 
placed underwater pool lights produce a 
radiant glow and create a magical atmosphere 
for those swimming at night. 

As well as being family friendly and 
aesthetically appealing, this pool is also safe 
and easy to maintain. The PCC2000 in-floor 
cleaning system distributes clean, recycled 
water to all parts of the pool and guarantees 
that the owners dedicate minimal time to 
pool maintenance. The water is kept warm 
and inviting through a gas heating system 
so swimming is not limited to just the 
summer months. BH 

more info? 

Pride Pools 
02 9436 2711 
pridepools.com.au 


Featuring a geometric design and 
an Antique Stone finish that is both 
natural and stylish, this highly 
practical and aesthetically pleasing 
pool would suit any backyard. 
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D esign is only as good as the 
demand it meets, and for the 
owners of a property situated on 
a jagged cliff face, the need was to 
transform an almost unusable plot of land into 
an urban oasis. 

Working closely with architects, designers 
and the clients. Urban Escape carried out 
both pool and landscaping projects, creating 
a design that is not only visually stunning 
but also highly practical. By utilising the 
entire length of the property, the company 
has constructed a masterpiece that marries 
contemporary design with the needs of 
a young family. 

The clients wanted to make use of the 
entire property and turn the most difficult of 
landscapes into a family-friendly entertainment 
area. A pool was a must, as was a spacious 
lounge area — and with a soccer-mad son, 
they also required room for him to run around. 

Stepping up to the challenge. Urban Escape 
worked on a unique concept for the pool and 
landscape — it was a complete backyard 
transformation, focusing on functionality, 
ease of maintenance and style. 

The clients’ love of timber and raw materials 
is echoed throughout the design, with the 
landscape featuring a selection of natural 
finishes. Weathered spotted gum deck, stairs 
and sandstone coping work harmoniously 
with the pool tiles and colour scheme of the 


OPPOSITE PAGE TOP The landscape features 
a selection of natural finishes. 

ABOVE A cabana at one end of the pool provides 
shade in summer and houses a pool table and TV. 

LEFT & OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM The 

weathered spotted gum deck, stairs and 
sandstone coping work well with the pool tiles. 

flora, resulting in an elegant space. The look is 
polished with stylish glass fencing. 

The pool is equally attractive, but doesn’t 
sacrifice functionality. Rainwater tanks provide 
water to top up the pool and the additions of 
LED lights and ESC-certified timber make the 
finished product environmentally responsible. 
Extra features such as the fully automated 
Viron Connect system and in-floor cleaning 
ensure an integrated pool that’s easy to enjoy 
and maintain. 

While most pools are designed with only 
warm weather in mind. Urban Escape lived up 
to its name, providing a relaxing environment 
suitable for any conditions. A cabana at one end 
of the pool provides shade in summer but also 
houses a pool table and TV, giving the family 
somewhere to escape to all year round. BH 

more info? 

Urban Escape 

02 9417 8004, 0416 180 530 
urbanescape.com.au 
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design is everything 


YARDWARE: Outdoor Design Centre, 6 O'Riordan Street, Alexandria (02) 9310 2666 

www.yardware.com.au 



THE DESIGN ESTABLISHMENT 







Lifestyle 

The Australian Barbeque 



AUSTRALIAN MADE | BBQS & OUTDOOR KITCHENS | FACTORY DIRECT | 25 YEAR WARRANTY 



The Lifestyle Modular Outdoor kitchen range 

Visit our website, www.lifestylebbqs.com to see videos of our BBQs 
in action and get detailed information on how to specify your ideal 
Outdoor Kitchen. We manufacture in Australia and you buy direct 
from the factory. Lifestyle BBQs can be shipped Australia wide. 
Built-in and mobile BBQs also available. 


11 3A Fairford Rd, Padstow (Just off the M5 Motorway) 

SYDNEY PLEASE CALL: (02) 9773 6245 
AUST WIDE CALL TOLL FREE: 1 300 849 790 

www.lifestylebbqs.com 

Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-2.30pm 







Natural beauty 

Fresh air, privacy and natural surrounds 
are the essence of an outdoor space 


W e aren’t always fortunate 

enough to have opulent spaces, 
but generally we can plan our 
own small sanctuary to its best 
potential. This usually entails an outdoor deck 
and shade cover and privacy for dining and 
relaxing. The more natural the setting, the 
closer to nature we feel. 

House of Bamboo has helped countless 
Australians achieve their own sanctuary. The 
company has been an Australian pioneer of 
eco-friendly and sustainable products since 
1975. A specialist in all types of bamboo 
products for both outdoor and indoor use. 
House of Bamboo now provides the latest 
generation in natural fencing, shading 


and decking materials. 

Perhaps for your setting, a simple fence 
cladding is ideal. A natural fence cladding 
such as bamboo can hide unsightly fences and 
provide a sense of cohesion. Or a fence may 
need to be heightened on one side or in one 
segment to bring privacy to the area. A 
shed needed for storage, the carport or 
the clothesline can all be screened with 
bamboo screening. 

The beauty of bamboo lies in its quality 
and natural look, which blends with varied 
contemporary outdoor architectural and 
landscaping styles, including gardens with 
tropical, Balinese, oriental, Mediterranean or 
Australian native themes. Bamboo is extremely 
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versatile and can be used in a number of 
different ways — for texture, privacy or barrier 
screens in pool, garden or deck areas, as well as 
for bringing elegant overhead shade to existing 
or new pergola, patio or outdoor room surrounds. 

House of Bamboo has moved away from 
conventional approaches to shade, where 
once the main idea was simply to block out 
the sun. The basis of its approach is to utilise 
environmentally sound bamboo and reed-based 
natural materials in modern, architectural and 
landscape environments to create comfort in 
an aesthetically pleasing way. 

A soft, natural filtered light is achieved 
using either fine Natureed only millimetres 
wide, or bamboo rods of various sizes up to 
25mm thick. In many contexts, cool air may 
also pass between the reeds and poles. 

Directed from overhead at night, the filtered 
light creates a magical ambience. Existing 
polycarbonate patio awnings or verandah 
roofing can be dramatically cooled when 
clad underneath with Natureed or House 
of Bamboo’s other screening materials. 

A natural texture is instantly apparent, as 


well as immediate coolness and freedom from 
soiled overhead polycarbonate. 

Now House of Bamboo also provides the 
latest generation of bamboo decking, which 
is perfect for pool surrounds and outdoor 
rooms. These solid-mass boards, available as 
vertical bamboo, are pre-sealed ESC certified, 
H3 -treated in Australia to AS 1604 with end 
tag certification. The decking is treated with 
natural decking oil and carries a 25 -year 
treatment warranty against rot, fungal attack 
and termite. 

Many different themes can be achieved with 
natural materials as a backdrop, allowing you 
to be creative in planning or upgrading your 
own comfortable sanctuary in a style that 
suits your lifestyle and complements your 
home’s design. BH 

more info? 

House of Bamboo 
02 9666 5703 
houseofbamboo.com.au 
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Wrought by design for sensational outdoor style. 

Our gorgeous wrought iron wares are styling gardens, courtyards + homes Australia wide. 


Shrap for 

Outdoor Mirrors 


Shopfbr 

Outdoor Decor 





See our online range or call to talk design. 

www.rivasdesigii.com.au 


P: 02 96920102 
M: 0416 041 504 


V on 


RIVAS 

DESIGN 

WROUGHT IRON 


OUrDOOH AfJJUiOilS, WALL DECOR 
DESIGNED GATES & SECE/HITr DDOES 


INTRODUCING 


-V, 


INTENSIFIA 

THE WORLD'S BEST LONG-LASTING DEEP ENHANCER 
AND SEALER FOR POROUS SURFACES 
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)t 
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L 
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For more information 
Australia Freecall: 1 800 675 1 1 9 
or email marketing@drytreat.com 

www.drytreat.com 



Superior colour enrichment 
Premium water and oil-based stain protection 

Retains wet slip resistance of porous flooring materials | Minimises moss, mould and mildew growth 
Suitable for indoor, outdoor, residential and commercial use on porous surfaces 



Excellence in 
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ACREAGE ESCAPE 



good design is one that meets 
the needs of the whole family,” 
says Gavin Bazley, co-owner of 
Sydney-based Aquastone Pools 
and Landscapes. In this instance, the owners 
of this stunning acreage design in Sydney’s 
northwest have young children, so they wanted 
a pool that their children could not only enjoy 
now, but also well into their young adult life. 

The generous proportions of their 9m-long, 
solar-heated pool ensure the kids have plenty 
of room for fun, but there are also some great 
spots for mum and dad to enjoy as well. 


The design incorporates a ledge area with 
steppers and as the ledge is only 500mm deep, 
it’s perfect for young children to sit on and 
play. The step area also boasts waterspouts for 
the kids to swim underneath, while also being 
an eye-catching water feature. 

The separate heated spa is enjoyed by the 
whole family, but mum and dad can also relax 
here together — minus the kids. And anyone 
with children knows how very important that is! 

This beautiful design offers something for 
the whole family. The pool’s generous size 
ensures that as the family grows, there will 


ABOVE The timeless design is perfectly at home in 
Sydney’s northwest on an acreage block. 

BELOW The 9m-long pool offers generous proportions, 
so everyone in the family has lots of room. 

be plenty of room for the kids to enjoy it with 
their friends well into their teen years. BH 

more info? 

Aquastone Pools & Landscapes 
02 9627 4690, 0414 745 715 
aquastone.com.au 
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Specialists In Unique Stainless Steel Designs 


Also available for purchase on eBay. 


Unit 3, 28 Jones Street, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 
Tel: 0418 712 211 Fax: 02 6925 9334 
Email: craiga695@gnnail.conn^^^^^^^^^^^ 


www!cravedesig ns.com .a u 




Find m on 

Face book 



Crave Stainless Designs is an Australian owned business which supplies 
to both stores and homes with high quality stainless steel products. With 
the unique and clean look of stainless steel our water features include 
stacked stone, slate tile, glass, mirrored stainless steel, patterned stainless 
steel and mirrored glass. Crave also manufactures sheer descents and 
sheer descent kits for projecting and cascading waterfall effects. Crave 
specialises in other stainless steel products such as indoor and outdoor 
tables, splash backs and handrails. 











Drains available in multiple styles. Suitable for all applications including bathrooms, 
pools, patios and driveways. Available in full stainless steel, aluminium base stainless steel top 


W 


and galvanised box and grate. We also do custom drains. Fast delivery Australia wide. 

vincentbudacompany 


82-88 Benaroon Road, Belmore NSW 2192 | (02) 9740 1500 

BUY ONLINE & SAVE 

www.showerdrains.com.au 
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AILDM Goid^ard for 
Ptantscape Resign. * 

Cold Award for Landscape 
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"Cold'T^ard ftr Landscape 
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Silver Award for Residential 
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AILDM Silver Award for 
Residerttial Design over $150,000 

AILDM Gold Award + Best in 
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Manag^ent JS 
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Love our work? 

We have over 40 OISPiAY GARDENS 
located in Mew South Wales, Victoria 
and South Australia. Visit our web 
site or call us on 02 9660 7712 for a 
location near you. 

www.ecodesigii.com.au 


tree reports 


project management 


council plans 


landscape design pool + deck design horticultural advice 



Project by Atlas Concorde 



PRODUCTS 


The finishing touches for 
inside and outside the home 
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ENDURING BEAUTY 



Shimmer and sparkle 

Not only is this pool interior lining durable, it also creates 
a spectacular diamond-like clarity 

* Lt 
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I magine your swimming pool shimmering 
with the sparkle of a thousand flawless 
diamonds, adding elegance to your pool 
and surrounding area. For style, quality 
and entertainment value, it’s hard to go past 
the enduring beauty of Designer Beadcrete. 

With its patented glass bead technology. 
Designer Beadcrete adds a diamond-like 
shimmer and clarity to pool water. Designer 
Beadcrete contains a mixture of coloured 
irregular glass spheres and clear-glass round 
spheres. These spheres are embedded in 

whether a pool is 
recently built or has 
become old and 
tired and could use a 
much-needed facelift, 
Designer Beadcrete 
offers a wide range 
of contemporary 
finishes. 

a unique cement mix that contains a number of 
patented additives. The result is a pool interior 
of absolute durability, which reflects sun and 
artificial light throughout the water, bringing 
a spectacular and elegant look to any concrete 
shell pool. Whether a pool is recently built 
or has become old and tired and could use 
a much-needed facelift. Designer Beadcrete 
offers a wide range of contemporary finishes. 

The options will satisfy customers with 
young families or grandchildren, and those 
who are happy with standard pool aesthetics 
but want durability, performance and safety. 
Designer Beadcrete’s softness and smoothness 


LEFT Islands Range, Capri colour. 
By Mermaid Pool Interiors. 


BEST HOMES | 211 


ENDURING BEAUTY 




will leave you without the worry of bleeding 
fingers and toes often associated with standard 
pebble pool finishes. Instead, enjoy a relaxing 
carefree swim. 

Designer Beadcrete is easily installed by an 
experienced pool interior applicator and suited 
to any concrete pool or spa, regardless of shape 
or size. When manufactured in pre-mixed bags. 
Designer Beadcrete patented pool interiors 
come with a seven-year written materials 
warranty for residential use. Commercial 
warranties are also available on a project- 
specific basis. Quality assurance includes 
testing by the University of New South Wales 
(UNSW) for durability and performance with 


proper installation in compliance with the 
Designer Beadcrete specifications. 

Designerite, the Australian supplier of 
Designer Beadcrete, also provides a wide 
range of pool interior supplies and caters for 
builders and applicators who prefer to mix 
their own materials on-site. Coloured and 
clear glass beads; Sky Pebble; white and off- 
white cement; and finishing tools are available 
through Designerite outlets and distributors. 

Designer Beadcrete also has a brand-new, 
100-per-cent glass bead range, the Crystal 
range, to complement its existing Islands 
range. The new Crystal range has many years 
of development behind it and is believed to be 


TOP Close up of Islands Range, Capri. 
ABOVE Crystal Range, Corfu colour. 


the only patented, 100 per cent glass interior 
on the market and creates a pool finish with 
quality, elegance and durability. 

The Designer Beadcrete Crystal range will 
satisfy all pool owners’ dreams. BH 

more info? 

Designerite 

designerite.com.au 
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Imagine your swimming pool shimmering with the sparkle of a 
thousand flawless diamonds, adding an unsurpassed elegance to 
your pool and surrounding area. For unmatched style, quality and 
entertainment value, the enduring beauty of Designer Beadcrete, 
will satisfy your every want and need. 

Designer Beadcrete has revolutionised the “pool interior finishes” 
industry, with its patented glass bead technology that truly adds a 
diamond-like shimmer and unrivaled clarity throughout your pool 


water. Designer Beadcrete contains a mixture of coloured irregular 
glass spheres and clear glass round spheres. These ‘spheres’ are 
embedded in a unique cement mix that contains a number of patented 
additives. The result is a pool interior of absolute durability, which 
reflects sun and artificial light throughout the water, bringing about 
a spectacular and elegant look to any concrete shell pool.Whether it 
is recently built or has become old and tired and could use a much- 
needed facelift. Designer Beadcrete offers a wide range of 
contemporary finishes to match your own desires. 


NSW 

INGLEBURN 
1 9 Liverpool St 
Ph: 02 9829 3311 

PADSTOW 
1 7b Arab Rd 
Ph: 02 9771 4846 
sales@designerite.com.au 


KIRRAWEE 
5/100 Bath Rd 
Ph: 02 0521 3899 

OLD 

WEST BURLEIGH 
10A Alex Eisher Dr 
Ph: 07 5522 0788 
beno@designerite.com.au 


^DESIGNBUIE 

‘ CONCHETE . POOL CONSTRU TPON SUPPUE.- 


www.designerite.com.au 
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T he temperature may fall, but outside 
heaters mean families can enjoy 
the outdoors throughout the year. 
And the good news is that not 
only can you stay toasty warm regardless of 
the weather, you can also forget about hefty 
energy bills. 

HEATSTRIP CLASSIC 

A stylish electric radiant heater, Heatstrip 
Classic provides even and comfortable heat. 
With a distinctive slim profile and black face, 
the Heatstrip Classic blends elegantly into any 
decor. According to Thermofilm Australia, 
it is one of the most energy-efficient heaters 
available, with running costs starting from just 
30 cents per hour. 

Heatstrip can be used anywhere around 
the home, including houses and apartments 
with undercover outdoor living and alfresco 
dining areas such as barbecue zones, patios, 
verandahs, courtyards and balconies. They 
can even be installed under an umbrella. 
Accessories allow Heatstrip Classic to be 


flush-mounted in a ceiling for a high-end, 
streamlined look, and when an area has 
high ceilings, the units can be lowered with 
extension poles and suspension chains. 

A range of other mounting options are 
also available, depending on the layout 
of the space to be heated and type of 
overhead structure. 

Following its popularity in coastal areas, 
Heatstrip Classic now has superior corrosion 
protection thanks to its unique alloy casing, 
making it ideal for all locations. 

Heatstrip has no internal moving parts, 
ensuring silent and maintenance-free 
operation. An optional timer provides 
automatic switch off and temperature control. 

HEATSTRIP MAX 

Heatstrip Max is suitable for open sites and 
those permanently exposed to the weather. 

In addition to areas such as open courtyards 
and verandahs, Heatstrip Max is ideal for 
beer gardens and any alfresco spots not fully 
protected from the weather, including coastal 


locations or where more intense heat is required. 

A unique feature of the high-temperature 
infra-red heater is Heatstrip Max’s low-glow 
incoloy element. Like all Heatstrip heaters, 
this unique element is designed, engineered 
and assembled in Australia. Traditional 
infrared systems have a blinding glow that 
is distracting, obtrusive and wastes energy 
producing its high glow. However, even 
though Heatstrip Max has a heat output of up 
to 700°C, it is still very energy efficient. 

Another advantage of the dual-element 
Heatstrip Max is its ability to be used on 
ceilings up to 3.5m high. Built to commercial- 
grade quality, it comes with ceiling, wall, 
chain/wire and pole suspension-mounting 
options and can be supplied with a lead 
and plug for easy DIY installation (Model 
THX2400 only). 

All Heatstrip heaters are fully designed, 
engineered and assembled in Australia 
for Australian conditions and come with 
a two-year full replacement warranty for 
residential applications. 
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WINTER WARMERS 



Controlling use can significantly reduce 
your power bills, energy consumption and 
your carbon footprint. 


ENERGY-SAVING SOLUTION 

Thermofilm has been manufacturing 
innovative, stylish and energy-efficient 
products for more than 20 years and its new 
range, Envirotouch, continues this tradition. 
Envirotouch is a unique range of intelligent, 
timer-based switches that provide simple 
control of applications all around the home, 
including small appliances, heated towel 
rails, lights, heaters and exhaust fans. 

The four point-of-use Envirotouch 
models allow you to automatically select 
the running time from multiple pre-set 
options at the touch of a button. Consistent 


use can significantly reduce your power 
bills, energy consumption and your 
carbon footprint. Controlling the use of 
appliances ensures devices do not run 
excessively and burn out, reducing potential 
risk of fire or injury. 

These intelligent energy-savers are cost- 


effective and can be installed immediately to 
existing switches and sockets, or installed in 
new projects. Envirotouch can be used across 
residential, commercial and institutional 
applications for improved efficiency and 
to reduce your power bill. Available at 
Runnings and electrical wholesalers. 
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WINTER WARMERS 


STYLISH, DURABLE AND 
ENERGY-SAVING 

Using traditional European design and 
functionality, the stylish Bliss EURO series 
will blend elegantly into any interior. Supplied 
with wall-mounting brackets and a castor 
wheel set for optional portability, the Bliss 
EURO features clear and simple controls, with 
an adjustable thermostat and 24-hour timer. 
Product reliability is ensured with a no-fuss 
two-year replacement warranty. Ideal for living 
areas, bedrooms and bathrooms, there are four 
model sizes (from lOOOW to 2400W) to suit 
your exact needs and budget. 

COST-EFFECTIVE HEATING 

The unique X-shaped heating element used 
within the Bliss EURO is engineered with 
maximum surface area to provide efficient heat 
exchange with minimal operating costs. Save 
money and energy with the 24-hour timer, 
which can reduce operating costs by ensuring 
the Bliss EURO is on when you need it and 
off when you don’t. Creating a customised 
program to suit your lifestyle is easy with the 
24-hour timer, easy-to-use thermostat controls 
and user-friendly instruction manual. 




A convective panel heater that blends 
into any interior with ease. 



NATURAL, EFFICIENT, AND 
HEALTHY HEAT 

The combination of natural convective currents 
and radiant heat quickly warms you and the space 
around you. The natural convective currents 
allow for minimal circulation of dust, pollens and 
germs, making the Bliss EURO the ideal choice 
for asthma, allergy and hay fever sufferers. 

PEACE OF MIND 

The Bliss EURO range of convective panel 
heaters complies with both Australian and 
New Zealand electrical standards. Safety 
features include an independent on/off switch 
and power-on button, inbuilt auto-reset thermal 
cut-out, child- safety lock function and rounded 
corners. With solid metal casing and no 
moving parts, trouble-free operation 
is guaranteed. BH 

more info? 

Thermofilm Australia 
03 9562 3455 

thermofilm.com.au, envirotouch.com.au 
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Heat your entertaining area for 75% less than bottled gas with 100% more style. 


Heatstrip® by Thernnofilnn is the cost effective electric 
radiant heater that unites efficiency with style. 

Ideal for your al-fresco and outdoor entertaining area, 
pergola, patio, balcony. Even your garage, shed or 
hard-to-heot indoor space. 


Heatstrip runs at a quarter of the cost of bottled gas, 
is more efficient over a larger area and won't corrode. 
It's easy to install and operate, an optional controller 
adjusts the timer and warmth levels. 

For more information go to www.heatstrip.com.au 


HEATSTRIP 


HEATSTRIP 

Max 


HEATSTRIP 


address: 27 Rosalie Street, Springvale VIC 3171 
phone: (03) 9562 3455 email: sales@heatstrip.com.au 


NATURAL CHARACTER 




Ceramics and ' « 
timber reinterpreted 


The interne, natural character of age-old timber conies ' ' 
back to life in a resistant, functional and safe solution with 

contemporary character 


A xi is a ceramic material that rediscovers, with 

surprising realism, all the beauty and uniqueness 
of irregular veining caused in nature by weather. 
It interprets, in a contemporary manner, 
different timber essences enhanced by the natural ravages 
of time on surfaces rich in contrast. The vital energy of 
timber filters through the full-body coloured porcelain 
stoneware, in which every detail accentuates the marked 
character of the material that inspired the collection. 

The look of natural timber combines with the advantages 
of porcelain stoneware — an anti-slip, anti-frost. 


anti-thermal shock- and weather-resistant material. 


Axi is suitable for indoor and outdoor venues requiring 
excellent technical performance, guaranteeing the highest 
safety and the perfect continuous effect from living room 
to garden. BH 


more info? 


Atlas Concorde 

atlasconcorde.it/en/ 

info@atlasconcorde.it 
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NSW OW TILES. 17 Evertey Road. Chester Hill. NSW 2162, +61 2 9743 8122.^6ftice@dwtiles.com.au - www.dwtites.com.au 
OLD UPTILES, 104 Gympie Road, Strathpine, OLD 4500, +61 7 3881 0116, imports@upt)les.net - www.uptfle8.net 
VIC VOL/yRE CONCEPTS, 1/3SharanCourt, Geelong, \4C3215, +61 35278798S,'whdesale®volare.com.au - www,volare.com.au 








MARVEL 

HMPRO 

ETERNAL BEAUTY FROM ITALY 
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ACT VOLARE CONCEPTS, 1/78 Hoskins Street, Mitcheil ACT 2911. +61 2 6162 3747, saies@volar 0 canberra.oom.a 11 - www.volare.oom.aLj 
WA TREND CERAMICS, 90 Hector Street, Osborne Park WA 6017, +61 0 9445 1466, treficf@trBnclGerarrMCS.oom.au - wvwv lrerxfcerarTTics.oom.au 
SA NEWTON CB^iAMIC, 683 Lower North East Road, Paradise SA 5075, +61 8 S365 1 133, adiiiliT@n 0 wtoncerarn - www.reArtonraiarTfc, com.au 




FEELING FRESH 



Pure 

For a truly chlorine-free pool, Waterco’s 
Hydroxypure has the refreshingfeel of 
a natural spring 



W aterco’s Hydroxypure water 

treatment system is set to make 
a splash in the minds of pool 
owners across the globe. For pool 
water that is completely free of odours and taste, 
while being soft and gentle on the skin and even 
eliminating the need for showering post-swim, 
Hydroxypure is a dream. 

This is fantastic news for those looking for 
a healthy alternative to chlorine. Endorsed by the 
National Asthma Council Australia and approved 
by its Sensitive Choice program, Hydroxypure 
is recognised as a product that is supportive of 
asthma and allergy care. 

A pure alternative to traditional sanitisers, 
Hydroxypure eliminates regular consumables such 
as salt, chlorine and stabiliser. It also allows your 
family to swim in fresh, clean water. Hydroxypure 
is especially suited to indoor pools as the fresh 
water ensures high air quality and no chlorine 
smell. Chlorine- and salt-free, Hydroxypure 
is also good news for those with eczema and 
allergies. Enriched with oxygen, it’s the only 
sanitisation system to receive a tick of approval 
from the National Asthma Council Australia. Gold 
Coast-based inventor Nick Briscoe was inspired 
to come up with a chlorine-free pool to enable his 
youngest son Dalton, who suffers from eczema, to 
swim in the family’s pool. 

With minimal maintenance required, 
Hydroxypure is an affordable solution which can 
be installed in new swimming pools or retrofitted 
to salt or chlorinated pools. Setting it apart 
from traditional sanitation systems is its fully 
automated sanitisation and pH control, making 
Hydroxypure highly effective in maintaining pool 
sanitisation and water chemistry. 

“The Hydroxypure system is fully automated 
for complete peace of mind,” says Bryan Goh, 


Waterco director. “It continually sanitises 
your swimming pool by testing the water and 
automatically maintaining optimum levels of 
residual sanitiser. It is also able to cleverly adjust 
its dosing, responding to high bathing loads, 
hot weather, rain and pool top-ups. 

“The pH level of your pool’s water is also 
automatically adjusted, ensuring optimum water 
quality and protecting you and your pool from 
less-than-favourable conditions.” 

Once a Hydroxypure system is installed, your 
pool has the ability to take care of itself, including 
stain-free splash marks on the glass pool fences. 
Waterco’s Hydroxypure also extends the life 
of the pool surface, pool equipment and 
surrounding landscaping. 

Waterco has simplified advanced drinking 
water treatment technology and applied it to 
treating swimming pool water. The Hydroxypure 
sanitisation system is based on the Advance 
Oxidation Process (AOP), which combines Perox, 


a hydrogen peroxide-based sanitiser, and hybrid 
ozone to enhance the sanitisation process. AOP 
has the superior ability to remove bacterial threats 
more effectively than any other oxidation process 
currently available on the market. 

The use of ozone and Perox together increases 
active oxygen levels in the water. The synergy 
ensures the safety of your water environment 
without creating harmful chemical by-products. 
The end result is a swimming pool that’s totally 
chlorine-free and enriched with oxygen, making 
it one of the most significant innovations in pool 
water treatment in 20 years. BH 

more info? 

Waterco 

NSW: 02 9898 8686 
Old: 07 3299 9900 
Vic: 03 9764 1211 
SA: 08 8244 6000 
WA: 08 9273 1900 
NZ: 09 525 7570 
waterco.com 
hydroxypure.com.au 
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Hydrcxypure 

chlorine free system 


POOL WATER SO PURE, IT*S LIKE TAKING 
A SWIM IN A NATURAL SPRING. 



A chlorine free swimnning pool that's free of odours and taste, soft and gentle on the skin - 
what's more, no shower required after swimming. Just like a refreshing swim in a natural spring. 

Great news for swimmers, people with allergies and asthma, the environment and the pool itself. 




Refreshing fresh water swim 

Water efficient 

Fully automated sanitisation^^^B 

No shower after swimming 

Extended life of pool 

and pH control 

No allergic reactions 

surfaces and equipment 

Low maintenance J 

Absolute water clarity 




water, the liquid of life more Jnfofmation. please contact your nearest Waterco branch for more detaifs. 

NfSW OLD VIC SA WA 

www.waterco.com 02 989 aa 686 0732999900 0397641211 0&82446000 os 9273 1900 


NZ 

09 525 7570 



DVD LAUNCH 


Best of 
the best 

We chat to Gary Takle, host 
of Australian home show 

Australia’s Best Houses, 

about the series and the release 
of the DVD box set, 

Best Houses Australia 



I f you love home shows such as 
Grand Designs and Escape to the 
Country, chances are you will really 
love Australia's Best Houses. Each 
episode walks the audience through some 
of the most visually stunning residences 
across the country. From sprawling country 
estates to urban homes in compact spaces, 
viewers get an up-close look inside some of 
the most inspiring dwellings around, while 
in-depth interviews allow them to meet the 
professionals who create them. 

Hosted and produced by TV personality 
Gary Takle, Australia's Best Houses currently 
broadcasts on national free-to-air TV (7TWO) 
and has solid and consistent ratings of 
300,000-plus viewers. Keep an eye out for 
new seasons later this year and in 2016. 

Here, we chat with Gary about the show 
and the release of the DVD box set. 

Hi Gary, can you please tell us about 
your background? 

I used to be the publisher of Abode Magazine 
and have also written 17 books on house and 
garden design. It’s my passion. 

What do you think the current “trends” are? 

In Australia at the moment, it is really anything 
goes. We have a strong modern movement and 
an emergence of more traditional architecture. 


What qualities in a well-designed home 
really stand out for you? 

Homes that have been decorated with personal 
mementos. I really loved a home that we filmed 
recently where they had taken all their family 
photos and printed them in black and white and 
put them up in various-sized white frames. It 
not only looked great, but also had meaning. 

What has been your favourite house on the 
show so far? 

When I first started shooting the show, I 
had a real penchant for modern, clean lines, 
but recently I’ve moved my affection to the 
Hamptons style. I really love the character that 
style of home emanates. We filmed a beautiful 
Hamptons -style home in Perth earlier this year 
and it sold for $10 million. 

What do you look for in the houses that 
you visit? 

Believe it or not, it’s the story of the people 
that really makes a house. I’ve been in some 
pretty amazing houses but the people have 
been cold. It’s people who make a home. 

I especially love it when you can see the 
personalities of the owners in the decoration. 

How far do you think the green movement 
has come in buildings? 

Sustainability is a good key in house 


design. Our houses are going to have to become 
smaller, not just because too many materials 
are needed to build them, which hurts our 
environment, but because we need to conserve 
space as urban sprawl is becoming a real issue. 

Are all the houses on the show designed by 
architects or building designers? 

We have no preference for who has 
designed the home. We have featured some 
owner-builders — sometimes they have the 
best stories. 

Are you finding more people using 
professionals to design their homes versus 
builders’ project homes? 

There is a real mix. Those who have more 
money can afford the more expensive 
professional work and of course are going 
to get a better result, but the lower socio- 
economic end of the market project homes fit 
the bill in that price range. 

How many episodes on the DVD? 

We have filmed more than 400 houses for the 
show. The DVD box set features 24 episodes 
of the show. I’ve chosen my favourite homes 
that have some good stories, too. 

The Best Houses Australia DVD box set is on 
sale now at JB Hi-Fi — SRP $39.95 BH 
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ideas that 


inspire 



'Best Houses Australia - Top Designs’ brings to life the 
heart and soul of everything house arxi home. Author and 
Host, Gary TaWe. has handpicked 24 Top Design episodes, 
which walks viewers through some of the most exciting and 
visually stunning houses in the country. From spravwling 
country estates to urban homes in compact spaces, 
viewers of ‘Best Houses Australia' get an up-close look 
inside some of the most inspiring dwellings around , while 
in-d^th interviews allow them to meet the professionals 
who create them. Whether you have a small budget or 
money is of no concern viewers will be able to glean some 
ideas they can use in their homes. 
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EXCELLENCE 



Aspect has a unique service blending innovative design concepts 2/82 Pacific Highway, St Leonards 
for today’s lifestyle with practical construction expertise producing 55/61 Marlborough Street, Surry Hills 
award winning homes expressing your individuality and style. 

Phone; 041 8 460 71 4 

Established since 1980 Email: michaeKdaspectdesigns. com.au 
WINNERS of over 30 MBA and HIA awards aspectdesigns.com.au 






GARDENS, POOLS, SPAS 
. + OUTDOOR ROOMS 


EXCE 

DSCA 


Landscaping completes your overaUlifestyle design and is a Long-term investment for I 2/82 Pacific Highway, St LGOPiards 


your living environment and adds substantial value to your home. When planned in conjunction 
with the layout of your home, it will be tailored to your way of life to enhance the enjoyment 


I 55/61 Marlborough Street, Surry Hills 


of your home by seamlessly integrating your indoor living spaces with pool, garden. 


outdoor entertaining areas, tennis court and entrance. I PhonG' 0418 638 973 


Aspect offers multi award winning, experienced, personalised and cost effective services covering: 
• Design and Specifications • Development Approvals • Tendering • Project Management 


Email: joelOaspectdesigns.com.au 
aspectdesigns.com.au 





